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Malters are to be Moderate in bei, = 
C ammandi. 3 


. RE 15575 not -Di#th, al = 
at God lays upon Ma#ers, in 2 
regard of their Servants? 
| 4. Every State has par- _ = 
20 ticular Duties belangin | 3 

to it, and none can be a Good Chriffian, 1 1 
Who is not careful in engage into and . 
2 ſatisfying them. 2 
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2 Q bat are the Duties in particular be- 
EdJouging to Maſters. and Miſtreſſes, in relation 
Eo their. Servants? 

A. They are ſeveral: Firſt, in the Ex- 


-erciſe of their Authority in Command- 


ing: They are to command nothing that 


is Sinful: For Maſters, in their Families, 


being theVice-gerents of God, they ought 


to Order nothing contrary to the Com- 
mands of God, by whoſe Authority they 
act. And if they give Orders contrary to 


this their Commiſſion, they are not oy F 


to anſwer for their own Sin, but likewi 


for the Sins of their Servants, complying 


with ſuch their undue Orders. 
Again, they ought not to hinder their 


Servants from doing what God requires 


of them. And ſince God has given 
Command to Servants, as well as to all 
other Chriſtians, to Worſhip him, to ſeek 
the Kingdom of God, and to work out 
their Salvation; Maſters are not to hin- 
der their Servants from complying with 
theſe Duties, which God exacts from 
them ; neither directly, by forbidding 


them, nor indirectly, by oppreſſing them 
with ſo much Buſineſs, as to allow them 
no Opportunity for ſatisfying the Com- | 


mands of God. For this is to incur the 
Guilt of Pharaob's Sin, who, when God 
had commanded the Children of Iſrael to 


fart, 
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fart, doubled. their Taſks, and by new: 
Burthens confin'd them at home. 2 lb 


#5: 


particularly concern'd, there ought yet to 
be Moderation in. all Commands, ſo as 
not to burthen Servants with more Work, 
than they are well able to do. 


certain there is no Greatneſs in it, but 
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Secondly, Where God's Service is not 


For tho* 
it be a great Fault, to let Servants live 
without Buſi neſs, ſo to betray them to 
all the Miſchiefs of Idleneſs; yet to be 
unconcern'd at the Hardſhips put upon 
Servants, and not to value what they 
ſuffer, is a great Fault too, not only in 
the Want of Compaſſion, but of Charity, 
which being the Love of our Neighbour 
as of our ſelves, cannot allow of this 
Cruelty, of laying on Burthens, without 
any Conſideration for thoſe, who are to- 
bear them. | | 
I cannot tell, but it may look Great, 
to Command without Compaſhon ; and 
I know a Worldly and Covetous Spirit 
thinks nothing too much fer Servants, 
when it carries with it the Proſpect of 
Intereſt. But however it may look, it is 


that of Pharaoh; for there can be no Ge- 
neroſity, where there is ſo much Cruel- 
ty; there is none but a ſlaviſh Spirit-is- 
fit to make Slaves. And as for the Cove- 
tous and Worldly Temper, tis ſo Mean 
and Baſle in it ſelf, that there needs no 
0 A 3 5 more 
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EE” iPÞtruttions for Maſters, 7 
eee to mark the Oppreſſion of Servants * 
with Infamy, than to ſee it the Fruit of 


; | 
7 _ „ — 


that Contemptible Spirit. 


The Rule therefore ought to be be- 


tween both Extremes, ſo as to keep Ser- 
vants employ'd, for their own ſakes as 
well as their Maſters; and yet ſtill with 
that Moderation, as to conſi der what is 
neceſſary for their Health and Reſt, and 
not to think, that becauſe their Misfor- 
tunes make them ſerve, they therefore 
have no Senſe or Feeling. This Com- 
paſſion is one Ingredient of the Good 
Chriſtian ; and where-cver tis excluded, 
either by Paſſion, Imperiouſneſs, Cove- 
touſneſs,, or Immoderate Niceneſs, there 
is the Reſemblance of an Ill Compound, 
which has Gall thrown. in inſtead of 
Honey. 
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They are to be Moderate in the way of 
Commanding and Reproving. 


As there is to be Moderation in Com- 
= mands, ſo likewiſe in the Way of 
Commanding ; for tho* Servants are ſub- 
ject, yet they are not to be treated as. 
a * Dogs. 


8 
et 


wy = wy =: 3 £ N _ 
Et RO SG Sr. es.» Gas v0 I DINE OS 2 Mee” 
ho Ca at EN LIES SM LIE. PRES e 


oy 


PO eee Or? Ae tot Dues» 


* Ob I a 
- a 


Traders, Labourers,” 8G, 


per, that they will do nothing, except 
they be ill treated, then it is they them 
PE = ſelves that make the ſpur neceſſary: But 
ber- this muſt not be taken up as a Plea to 
„as juſtify Paſſion or Pride in other Caſes. 
th For certainly, there are many Servants, 
Is | whoſe Fidelity and Willing Temper 
nd need not Paſſion to puſh it on: And here 


5 f » f © 
all Peeviſh and Imperious Commands, ei- 
Ie ther in Words or Tone of the Voice, is 
3 f their Weakneſs, wh ; 

Pp an Argument of their Weakneſs, who are 
3 


in Power. N ; 

d. A like Moderation is to be us'din find- 
DN. ing Fault, and Reproving; becauſe Re- 
e proof ought to be ever Juſt and Reaſon- 
by able, and it cannot be ſo, but by bearing 
proportion with the Fault. Now theſe 
being very different; as ſome being the 
Effect of Careleſneſs, ſome of Sloth, ſome 
of Miſtake, ſome of Overſight, enquiry- 
ought to be firſt made, before Reproof 
be given, for otherwife it may do more 
harm than good, by creating an ill Opi- 
nion of their Injuſtice, who give it. 
; Firſt then, It cannot be allow'd, to find 
fault with every thing a Servant does; 
for, beſides it's being the certain way to 
keep Servants in an ill Humour, there is 
nothing can more diſcourage them from 
being Induſtrious, than when, notwith- 
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8 8 | Luſtructious for Maſters, | A .. 
_— Hfanding the Beſt of their Care, they of 
re ſure to be blam'd. This Nice, Ex- We 
ceptious Temper, that is never to be. To 
pleas'd, may eafily ſpoil, but will never e 
make a Good Servant. But it puniſhes it 
ſelf in its own Uneaſineſs, by many h 
Changes bringing ſometimes ſuch Ser- Lit 
vants into the Houſe, whoſe Crimes "i 
3 ew them the Unreaſonableneſs of their | Cal 
| Impatience, in nor bearing with ordinary the 
Filing N | = 
Secondly, They ought not with Paſſion ,* 

1 


1 to declaim againſt ſuch Faults, which are ing 
3 no more than Overſights, or the Effect of cal 

ſome Accident; becauſe it is not Juſt; to 
Fi and with thoſe of a Good Temper, it is in 
6 very unreaſonable; ſince the very Acci- 1x, 
. dent it {elf is Grief enough, without the of 


Addition of a Maſter's Paſſionate Reſent- c 
ments, which only ſerve to Change the pre 
Grief into Confuſion, and inftead of ma- de 
king a Servant more careful, puts him lik 
1 beyond himſelf, and makes him not 125 
J know what he does. = 
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| But, Thirdly, If Servants are faulty 2 

I thro Neglect or Careleſneſs, I except not 

7 againſt Reproof, but approve it as necel- _ 

xz ſary; and think thoſe Maſters are very 

much to be condemn'd, who paſſing by 

ſuch Faults in filence, give their Servants 

. Encouragement to become good for no- 
3 5 thing. 
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thing. In this Caſe too much Eafineſs is 
© Weakneſs, and\Connivance-is not Chart- | 
ty, but the Silence of an Enemy. 0 
But then the Reproof ought to be ſui- 
ted to the Perſon, and the Fault: Some 
are to be treated with Sharpneſs, ſuch 

whoſe Dull or Heedleſs Temper has no 
Life, but from the Spur: And others will 
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; be Free by this Severity. In, all 
Caſes Reproof is to be reaſonable, and 
therefore as free from. Paſſion, as may be 


- becauſe this ſeeing nothing right, is not 
1 qualified either 25 being Judge, or do- 
ing Juſtice. For which reaſon St. Paul 
cautions Maſters againſt it, advifing them 
to forbear threatning, and putting them 
in mind, that they alſo have a Maſter in 
Heaven, with whom there is no reſpect 


of Perſons, Epbeſ. 6. 9. Where he dif-- 


ſwades not Maſters from. giving juſt Re- 
proof, but puts them in mind of conſi- 
dering, how they, do it; becauſe they 
likewiſe are Servants of a Maſter in Hea- 
ven, who will call them to an Accompr,, 
for whatever they do againſt their Ser-- 


_. vants unreaſonably, and in Paſſion... 
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They are to be Careful of their Servants. © 
in Health and Sickneſs. 3 


Efides Commanding and Reproving, 
Maſters have {till another Duty to 
their Servants in the Care of them, ſee- 
ing that nothing be wanting neceſſary _ 
for Life and Health: For ſince Servants. 
ſpend their Lives, and often hazard their 
Health. in. their Maſter's Service, both. | 
_ ought to have part in the Maſter's Care. 


And therefore, as thoſe are much to be 
commended for their. 'Tenderneſs- and 1 


Charity, who are not only Solticitous for 
their Children, but likewiſe for their Ser- 
vants, in ſeeing them provided with 
all that is fitting, both as to Diet and 
Lodging, and ſparing them in all, that 
may prejudice their Health, and then 
expreſſing a more particular Concern, 
when Indiſpoſition or Sickneſs demands 
it: So thoſe Maſters are as much to be 
Cenſur' d, who being immoderately Nice 
in whatever belongs to themſelves, make 
their Servants no part of their Care; but 
oppreſſing them with — La- 
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bour, let them want Neceffaries, and ex- 
poſing their Health upon every Humour, 


either let them lie Coimfortleſs, when 


Centurion, mention'd in the Goſpel, who 
when his Servant was Sick, ſent ſome 
Principal Men of the Jews to petition: - 
- Chriſt in his behalf; and this Sollicitude - 
of a Heathen is a Reproach to ſuch Chri- 
ſtians, who think it beneath them, to 
have a Concern for their Servants, and 
-  ſhew their Greatneſs in being Uncharita- 

ble, even where Charity is ſo much due, 
aàs to be within one degree of Juſtice, if 
it be not wholly ſo. 1 


eee, os eee 


þ 
* 
P 8 f 0 
" „ 


* 
77 
1 BY 
* 

* 

* 
3 

* 


8 


they are Sick, or turn them out of Doors; 
which is to treat them with much leſs 


Care, than their Horſes or Dogs. 
This is very unlike the Spirit of the 


SECT. 


to ſee, that their Servants do 
their Duty to God. * | | 


T hey are 


their Servants Souls; ſo farat leaſt, as to 
> tee, they perform their Duty to God, in 
doing Good, and avoiding Evil, as far as: « 


2? falls within Family-Diſcipline... 


His Care of Maſters ought to be far- - 
ther extended, even to the Care of 
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Firſt then, They are to examine, whe- 
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ther they ſay their Prayers, and are pre- 


ſent at the Publick Worſhip of God. The 


Ignorance or Careleſs Temper of too ma- 


ny Servants, is Proof enough of the Ne- 
ceſſity of this Inſpection and Concern in 
Maſters, and the Omiſſion of. this Enqui- 5 


ry, is enough to draw upon them the 
Guilt of their Servants Neglects. 


Secondly, They are to ſee, they have 
time to perform theſe Duties; and there- 
fore are to take Care, they be not ſo op- 


preſs'd with Buſineſs, as to have no Op- 


portunity or- Leaſure for the Service of 


God. Exceſs of Buſineſs may be ſome- 


times a real Hindrance, and if it be gene- 
rally ſo, there is a Neceſſity of conſider- 
ing, how it may be moderated. Neceſ- 
ſary. Works cannot be omitted; but how. 


many Things are there in a Family, which 


are the Commands only of Pride, Ex-- 
ceſs, Humour or Niceneſs? And is it not 
more reaſonable in a Chriſtian, that ſome- 
of. theſe at leaſt ſhould be retrench'd, © 
than: that Servants, for giving Attendance 
to them, ſhould be oblig'd to live as Hea- 


chens? If the Thing be confider'd, Faith 


can have there no Influence, where the 


Deciſion is not in fayour of Servants, for 


allowing them ſo much Time at leaſt, | 


that they may not be forced to renounce 


. 
44 
«8 y 
| by 
11 . 
[51 8 8 
3 
Sa. 
* 
Ag 
2 


8 
CT 85 
r „ n 

» 


8 * ns le I hes 
N ä v 
P — — CESS 
S r ä 


= Traders, Labourers, &C. 1:57 "4 
he- the Practice of Chriſtianity, in Compli. = 
re- _ ance with the Weaknels or Vice of. thole 
he whom they ſerve, _ Wo. 
na- This Enquiry. again ought to be made, 
e- _ becauſe many make Exceſſive Buſineſs: 
their Excuſe for not Praying, and per- 
forming other Spiritual Duties, hen 
the in reality. tis nothing better than — 
lect; and Sloth is at the Root of 1 
ve. their Omiſſions. For which Reaſon, 
re- _ Maſters ought. to Examine their Ser- 
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p- vants, that ſo they may. confound. the 
p- dlothful with their Neglect, and help. ff 
of to Contrive for thoſe of better Inclina- 


1e- ons, who have a Good Will, but for- 
1e- want of Management cannot. find Time 
. . | | = 
* _ Thirdly, This Enquiry ought to be- 
W. made with a-{triQter Eye, as to Sundays 
and Holy-days.. to ſee, if they take care 
x-.- to ſanckify them, according to. their 
In ſtitution. The great Liberty in Pro- 
pPhaning theſe Days, (or at leaſt, in paſ- 
ſing them over, without any Concern: 
for anſwering the Purpoſes, for which 
they were ordain'd) ought to preſs. 
Chriſtian Maſters to call their Servants: 
to an Account. And a Principal Care- 
ought to be, on their own parts, to 
ſee, that by unneceſſary Buſineſs they 
be not hinder'd in the Duties of thoſe 
Days: Nay more, they ought to Con- 
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—  LC@/tructions for Maſters, 7 
= tive Things fo, and exact ſo little Ser- h 
ice from them, that having their time tl 
at Command, the Maſters may. be in no 4 C4 
danger of their Seryants-Negle&s being f- 
charg'd upon them, © 
Hence it cannot but be adviſable, on. p 
theſe Days, to diſpenſe with that Nice- I 
> neſs which on other Days may be e 
A acted, in Cleaning of Rooms. Din- f 
ner may be ſo order'd, as to excuſe a F 
great part of their uſual Drudgery in 1 
Preparing it, and of the Attendance in 
waiting unfeaſonably. at Table. Viſits 1 
may be excluded till a fitting time, and 2 ; 

i 

| 


1 


going abroad, with Retinue, put off, 
till the Duty of the Day be over. By 
this and Other like Management, thoſe 
who have the Care of Families may 
ſhew the beſt kind of Compaſſion to 
their Servants, in giving them great 
Opportunities for Saving their Souls, 
aud taking all Excuſes out of their 
But fince no part of the Duty of theſe _ 
Days can be well perform'd without 
7 due Inſtruction in the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
JF hence are Maſters to lee, that their Ser- 
vants have . all neceſfary Convenience... 
for being. Taught what they are ob- 
[ 3 He'd to know. Many are ſo unhappy, 
li. either in their Education, or the Dul- 
neſs of their Temper, that tis not a little 
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e Ser- help, will ſerve for their Inſtruction; * 


time this Circumſtance is therefore to be well 
in no conſider'd, and Proviſion muft be made: 
for every one according to their Wants : : 


deing 10 i : | 
It ſome Service be excus'd for Accor. 
>, on pliſhing this ſo neceſſary Work, the 
Nice- | Maſters will be no Loſers in the End 30 
> ex- ſince, befides the Reward they will have 
Din- from God for. this Charity, they may 
7 . 8 | 
hope to be better ſerv'd ; there being 


ſe a 

y in nothing that can better fit Servants for- 

e in being every way Faithful to. their Ma- 

"ifits ſters, than the due Knowledge of their 
Duties to God. The Want of this Knows 


: ledge being a general Occaſion of their 


off. 5 
By failing in many Obligations, which be 
10ſe long to their State, and running inte 
nay Diſorders. | 
to. 
eat | eee eee e e 
uls, | 
err... F] SES. Ev 
eſe | They are to reprove whatever they oba 
but ſerve in them diſpleaſing to God, 
ne, | | 0 
er. T His Care again of Maſters ought 
ce - to have another Branch, and that 
b- is, in Reproving whatever they oblerve-- 
y, in their Servants diſpleaſing to God... 
II- Hence they are not to Tolerate in-them- 
le any ill Cuſtom, as of Swearing, Lying, 
| — Drink 


Muſtructions for Miſters, F 
. &c. but upon the Know 
ledge of any ſuch Diſorder, to labour rhe 
for its Reformation; and if upon ſuffi- bot 
cient Trial, there be no Amendment, frec 
to remove thoſe that give the Scandal; ung 
that ſo, Vice may have its due Diſcourage- Out 
ment, and their Corruption may not be 0 
Communicated to. thole of the Family, Ane 
who are as yet Innocent. Jul 
_ Thoſe Heads of Families, who are pre- ber 
ſently exaiperated upon the Ordinary *' the 
Neglects of Servants in the Buſineſs of * £9! 
their Place, and yet know them. to 
hve in the daily Tranſgreſſion of God's 
Commands, without any Concern for 
Correcting their Diſorders, give De- 
monſtration of their own unhappy State, 
in being ſo ſollicitous for the Things of 
this World, and having ſo little Zeal 
for the next. And tho' this may not 
touch them at preſent, yet the Effect of 
this Indifferency will fall Heavy at laſt, 
when they ſhall be call'd to an Account 
for all the Sins of their Servants, which 
have been encourag'd by their Silence, 
and grown up under the Favour of their 
Connivance.. 
_ Thoſe then, who will eſcape the 
Weight of this Charge, muſt with a 
watchful Eye inſpect l the Ways of 
their Servants, as to the Method of 


their Converſation at home, and all 
| the: 


>» : . 
A he _ a * 1 — 
- hs — — 5 ; * — 
— ; — —— X 2 2 FRE" my U 
v — bn Dov — — — & r ” | © * -— ap L ———— — — — 
PR _— a a r 2 — - 
” * * + 7 2 * > 1 a * A EIT ICE: . 
8 . d . 1 9 þ 6 1 
— 4 
I's : 
* * - 
1 * 


9 = 
& - 
— x = 
= » 
. 
e Y : —  . : 
Cn 1 _— + => KY Ste — — 
< . by 1 = * Sf 4 
5 = Ten MELEE io oor oo oY » HIS —u—ͤ—ͤ———— —— 
ak; o 1 * * * 
7 
* 


— 


Traders, Labenz, Kc. 17 


the Circumſtances of their going abroad 
both as to the Places and Company they 
frequent, and the Hours of their go- 
int out and returning home. With- 
out this Care, how ſhall Maſters be able 
to give an Account of their Servants? 
And what will the Diſcipline of a Fa- 
mily be, when Youth are left to the Li- 
berty of their ov/n Inctinations, without 
F the Apprehenfion of any to queſtion or 
controul them? 
Whence I cannot but think thoſe 
= Maſters much to Blame, whoſe Ser- 
vants being early diſcharg'd every 
© Evening from their Buſineſs and At- 


& 4 
Ka 
v bp 

. 7 


tendance, have ſome Hours left to- 


their own Diſcretion, without being 
call'd to any Account of their Manage- 
ment. For thoſe, who reflect on the 
4 Corruption of our Age, and the little 
3 Confidence, that can be had in unex>, 
f erienc'd Years, muſt ſee, that. this 18 
nothing leſs, than putting into the 


| ? Hands of Youth daily Opportunities of 


- ruining themſelves: And fuch Nume- 
rous Inſtances, there are of this Liberty 
abus'd, to the irrecoverable Loſs. of Ne : 


© that tis a Subject deſerves Tears; eſpe 


3; 
3 


cially when we conſider the ſad Diſa 
pointment of Parents, who after a ap 
ous Education, having placed out their 
Children, and being latisfied in the Pro- 


F | | viſion; 
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viſion they have made for their Liveli- 


dom in their Power to make any Repa- 


and cutting off, as much as may be, all 


hood, find them afterwards loſt to all 
that is Good, by the Neglect of their 
Maſters, and the unreaſonable Liberties _ 
they have given them. | 3 

The Conſequence of this Sin, both _ 
in the AMiction of Parents, and in the 
Ruin of Youth, brings ſo heavy a Charge 
after it, that I cannot ſee how Maſters 
will be able to :n{wer it; fince *tis ſel- 


ration for the Miſchiefs they do by ſuch 
NegleRs ; which have ſtill a greater Ag- 
Sravation of Guilt, if obſerving the Diſ- 
orders of their Clerks or Apprentices, 
they purpoſely let them go on, that ſo, 
when out of their Time; there may be 
no probability of their taking Clients or 
Cuſtomers out of their Hands: For this 
has ſuch a Complication of Injuſtice in it, 
that it would be a Reproach even in a 
Heathen, and therefore not to be recon- 
cil'd with the Principles of the Chriſtian 
Profeſſion. All Heads of Families then, 
who have Thoughts of providing for 
another-World, muſt be watchful, that 
all thoſe under their Care, be a daily part 
of their Care, in advifing and reproving, 


the Opportunities, by which the Indiſ- 
cretion of Youth is induſtrious in draw- 
ing Miſchief on it ſelf: For without this 
2 | | 28 Care, 4 
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ey cannot ſatisfy the Obligations 
y have undertaken, either to God or 
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© They ought to give them good Examfpl . 
and be Juſt in paying their Mages. 
* O N E Principal Part of this Care muſt” 
be in giving Good Example to their 
= Servants ; for without this the beſt Ad- 
vice cannot be expected to be very ſuc- 
7 ceſsful: As to all Family-duties there- 
fore, thoſe, who are the Heads, ought 
to be moſt Regular, as in Prayer and” 
keeping good Hours, &c. 
thing can go on well in any Family, 
where Diſcipline is not obſerv'd, this 
= muſt be a daily part of the Maſter's 
Concern, to ſee, that good Order be 
kept, and not only that it be kept by 
others, but that he be Punctual, as far 
as Buſineſs will permit, in leading the 
Way. For if he, by any Habitual Diſ- 
order, gives ill Example, it muſt needs 
make his Ad vice Ridiculous, and it can- 
not but be fear'd, that, where there is. 
ſo much Ignorance and Weakneſs, it 
will ſoon. have Followers, notwithſtand- 
a 08g - 


ce. na- 


20 Inſtructions for Maſters, 5 
ing all the Care, that can be us'd by 
others : For Authority 1s more pre- 


therefore to think, that a Family ſhould 
be Regular, and the Maſter only Diſor- 
derly, is a Thought without Experience, 
and can give no more than groundleſs 
Hopes. 5 | | 

- | conclude now thefe Duties of Ma- 
ters with that of being Juſt to their 


Servants, in the due Payment of their 


ever other Conditions were agreed up- 
on at their Entrance; for tho* they 
were made only with Servants, yer 
Juſtice ought to be as ſtrictly obſerv'd 
with them, as with others, who have 
both Power and Money to make good 
their Right. God requires this at the 
Hands of Mafters, and 'tis with the 
Addition of ſuch Threats to ſuch as fail 
in it, that if from them the Guilt be 
Meaſur'd, the Conſequence of no other 
Sin can more juſtly be Apprehended, than. 
of this Oppreſſion, which Cries to Heaven. 
for Vengeance. 1 6 
Theſe Rules may ſerve for Maſters, as 
far as concerns their Servants; but 
there being ſtill many other Difficulties, 
which theſe do not reach to, belonging 
n their State, if they are engag'd in: 
E 225 any 


— 


valent in Evil, than in Good; and 


Wages, and of complying with what- 5 : 


* Traders, Labourers, & 2 
any kind of Traffick or Trade, there 
fore I muſt carry on theſe Inſtructions far- 
ther, ſo as to give ſome Light in this 


10 3 way alſo, which a Univerlal Corruption - 
r has cover d with ſuch great Darkneſs, that 
de, the Path of Truth and Juſtice is ſcarce to 
ef, be diſcern'd by thoſe few, who are willing 
_ to walk in it. 128 
la- 3 
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The Danger of their Profeſſion, and 
General Rule for avoiding it. 


\ Rading is in it ſelf lawful, but 
the Eagerneſs of Gain and Co- 
vetouſneſs has mixt it with ſo 
many Injuſtices, that what of it 
ſelf is irre provable, is very dangerous in 
Practice. This Profeſſion was ſo gene- 
rally Corrupt in St. Chry/o/tom's Time, 


| that he ſets down this as a Concluſion; . 
f That a Man of Traffick cannot pleaſe God, 
" and therefore no Chriſtian ought to be of this 

5 | | Pro- 
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Profeſſion : I wiſh 1t were mended fince 
his time, ſo as not to deſerve this Cen- 
ſure ; but ſince the Improvement of our 
preſent Age, above that of his time, 1s 
in nothing more evident, than in the 
Art of uſing Frauds, and in the Ingeni- 


ous Contrivances for Cozening one ano- - 


ther, I fear there is no reaſon to expect 
the Cenſure to be Moderated. But the E- 
vil of Trading being not in the Profeſſion, 
but in the Abuſes of it; I come to thoſe 
Rules, which may ſerve for ſome help in 
avoiding them. of 

For a General Rule, I ſet down this 
Principle ; That no Chriſtian ought to 
do an Injuſtice to his Neighbour. This 
is more particularly applied by St. Paul 
to Buyers and Sellers, x Thef..4. where, 
after this Preamble, Ver. 2. You know, 
whar Commandments we gave you by the 
Lord Jeſus: He inſtances ſeveral of theſe 
Commandments, and then adds this 
belonging to our preſent purpoſe, Ver. 6. 
That no Man go beyond and defraud (or, 
as in the Margin, over-reach bis Bro- 
ther in any Matter; becauſe that the Lord is 


the Avenger of all ſuch, as we alſo have 


forewarn'd you, and teſtified. It is one 
Commandment then of Jeſus. Chriſt, 
deliver'd and publiſh'd by St. Paul to 
all the Profeſſors of the Goſpel ; That 

| | 5 


Ing 


0 e 


Buſineſs. And I wiſh it were written in 


great Characters in every Shop and Place 
of Trade, that it might be a Rule to 
all that are concern'd, that, whatever 
their deſire of Gain be, they may be diſ- 
courag'd from ſeeking it, by over reach- 


I ing or defrauding. their Neighbour, of 


ing many ways; as, Firſt, Tf that which. 


Z which God has declar'd, that he will be 
the Avenger. 5 


This then is the Rule, Plain and 


N Poſitive; by it are to he examin'd 
the General Methods of Traders, whe- 


ther in Buying and Selling; and in 
whatever Caſe there is any thing of De- 


trauding or Over- reaching, it muſt, of 
Courſe, be condemn'd, as. contrary to 


the Commands of Chriſt, as what the 


Goſpel will not allow, and God: will „ 


venge. 
Sor A L. E AE & N 
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Frauds and Injuſtice in the Goode they 
Sell. | 


N regard of the Thing that bs Sold, 
1 there may be Fraud and Over-reach- 


18 
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uo Man defraud or over-reach another in any 
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24 Inſtructions for Maſters, 
is Damag'd or Imperfe&, be Sold for 
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Good in its kind, for Sound and Perfect. 
For thus the Buyer is over-reach'd, in 
having that put into his Hands far Good, 
which is not Good; and if he pays the 
Price of Good, he is defrauded, ſince ge 
pays for what he has not. +: 
I do not here except againſt the Arts 
of ſetting off Good, where the Defign 
is no more, than to encourage Cu- 
ſtomers to give a Juſt and Lawful Price 
for them, according to their true Value. 
But if theſe Arts are made uſe of to 
deceive Cuſtomers, in making thole |: 
Goods pals for Goods, which are not 
fo, and for bringing in a Price above 
their real Value; then all ſuch Arts, 
as far as they ſerve for this End, muſt : 
be condemn'd as Unlawful; fince their 
whole Deſign is to over-reach and de- 
fraud the Buyer, which is expreſly for- 
bidden. * | 
Secondly, There may be Fraud. and 
Over-reaching, as to the thing Sold, if 
the Buyer, declaring the End and Uſe of | 
the Goods he aſks for, the Seller puts ſuch 
Goods into his Hands, as are altogether 
unfit for that uſe, for which they are 
bought. 5 FF 95 
Thirdly, If a Perſon Sells that, which 
is not his own: For here, beſides the In- 
juſtice done to the right Owner, he that 
. „ 
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Z Buys it is wrong'd, by paying a Price for 
that, which, when pay'd for, is not his 
Z own, but muſt be reſtor'd, and may be 
© ſeiz'd by the Owner, if ever it comes to 
his Knowledge. 


Fourthly, If a Perſon Sells that, 


2 which may be Prejudicial to the Buyers 
sas in Apothecaries making up their 
Bills with Drugs, that are either pe- 
7 riſh'd, or, at leaſt, do not anſwer the 
Intention of the Phyfician : For thus 
the Phyſician is impos'd on, and the Pa- 
J _ wrong'd both in Money, Health and 
Life. 


Fifthly, If a Perſon Sells that, which 


cannot be Sold; as in taking Money for 
that which is Spiritual, or annex d to Spi- 
ritual, for this is Simony. ; 


Sixthly, If a Perſon Sells that, which 


7 ought not to be Sold, as being in it ſelf 
Sinful, or immediately tending to Sin; 


ſuch are all ſorts of Immodeſt Pictures, 


Books, Songs, Oc. as likewiſe. all Books 


of Irreligion and Prophaneneſs, and of 


! ſuch Errours, as are evidently contrary 


to the Truth of the Goſpel. For tho' 
there be no Wrong done to the Buyer, 
as to the Price of ſuch Goods, yet there 
is an Injuſtice, in thus helping to be- 
tray the Cauſe of God, and directly con- 


tributing to the Propagation of Sin. 


'That 
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That Chriſtians ſhould do this for Gain, 


is an Action ſo unworthy of what the 
8 that I cannot ſee, but that 
keeping on ſuch a Trade, is joining with 
Judas, in betraying Chriſt, in Selling 
the Goſpel and their Souls; and what 


will be the Fruit of ſuch Gain, but the 
Loſs of all? 


=o SDS SS 8 Seeg. 4 


SECT 
In the Price, 


* may be Fraud and Injuſtice 
in the Price of what is Sold, by 
exacting an unreaſonable Rate. There 
is a Gain allow'd to all that Trade, 
but this Gain has its Bounds ; and tho' 
theſe cannot be ſo fixt in Particular, as 
to condemn all Exceſs of Oppreſſion; 


pet there is no one, who Trades, but 


from that Common Light of Reaſon 


and Juſtice, which God gives to every 


Soul, may eaſily diſcover, when he 
acts againſt that, which is Reaſonable 
and Juſt. They all know the true 
Value of the Goods; they know the 
Circumſtances, which raiſe or leſſen 
their Value; they know the Rates, at 

. . which 
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Such is the Injuſtice, when a Perſon 


coming to Buy, who neither knows the 
Price of the Goods, nor when they are 
Good in their kind, has either Faulty 
Goods put upon him, er ſuch a Price ex- 
acted from him, as far as exceeds their 


Value. For this is evidently over-reach- 
ing him, by taking an Advantage of his 
Ignorance. 
This is the Buyer's Fault, in under- 
taking what be does nor underſtand, Caveat 
Emptor; Tis the Buyer's Part, to take Care 


* be be not impos d on. 


A. Tis an Overſight indeed for a 
Man, when he is amongſt Pick-pockets, 
not to take Care of his Purſe: And would 
vou have every Man, that goes into a 


Shop, think this to be his Caſe ? If he 


ought to think ſo, then the Fault of an 


Ignorant Chapman, is in believing Shop- 
keepers to be Honefter, than they are. 
And ſo in reality it is, if they ſtand ready 
in their Shops to over-reach all they can, 
and then only do it not, when a Cuito- 
mer's Skill and Caution will not give them 
Opportunity for it. 3 
| „ i; Truly 


, Traders, Labourers, &c, 275 
7 which they are generally Sold, and their 
en Conſcience bears Teſtimony againſt 
them, when making an Advantage of the 
Buyer, they take of him a Price exceeding 
both the Value and Common Rate of ſuch 
Goods. 


— ſtrucſions for Maſters, 


Truly if this be all the Honeſty of 7 
Shopkeepers, tis like that of Robbers, | 
who quietly paſs by thoſe, who ſeem *' 


too well arm'd againſt them: But how 
far 1s this from the Juſtice requir'd of 
them by St. Paul, who exprelly gives 
them Command, Not to over-reach or 
defraud any? If their Duty then be to 
over-reach none, and this Principle of 


Juſtice ought ſo to poſſeſs their Souls, 


as to give them a Horrour of all Frauds, 


and to Tie up their Hands from all De- 


ceit, and God demands this at their 
Hands ; how wretched muſt be the State 
of their Souls, who, as if there were no 
ſuch Command, detraud all they can, and 
{pare only thoſe, who will not be deceiv'd 
by them? 15 

If this be the Method of Traders, 
then 'tis true now, that ſuch Traders 
cannot pleaſe God, and that no Chri- 
ſtian can be ſuch a Trader, becauſe 
God's Will and Commands are no Bar 
upon their Conſcience, but they give 


themſelves up to their Covetous Deſires, 
- contrary to all the Principles of Truth 


and Juſtice. 
But this is not the only Injuſtice in 
taking the Advantage of a Buyer's Want 
of Experience or Skill; tis much the ſame 
of any other Advantage, that is taken, for 
raiſing the Price above what is juſt; as 
| #7; "008 
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; in Caſe of ſome preſent Diſtreſs or Ne- 
7 ceffity obſerv'd in the Buyer; for who- 


ever, upon diſcovering ſuch a Neceſſity, 


4 exacts more than is due, is Guilty of Op- 
preſſion and Extortion, and overthrows,. 


in this, all the Principles of the Goſpel, 
by being - then Barbarous and Cruel, 
when Circumſtances oblige to Charity, 


37 Tenderneſs and Compaſſion; and there- 


fore there can be no leſs than Infinite 
Woes pronounc'd againit thoſe, who 
upon this Conſideration exact upon the 
Poor, or ſuch, who by unhappy Circum- 
ſtances are brought into Straights, and 
God will be the Revenger of ſuch Iniqui- 


Tis not much Inferiour to this, if à 
Perſon being earneſtly bent on a thing, 
reſolves to have it on any Terms; and 
this being obſerv'd, the Seller raiſes it 
to an Extravagant Price: For tho' here 
he has the Opportunity of a good Mar- 
ket; yet ſince the Phancy of the Buyer 
adds nothing to the real Value of his 
Goods, he has no other Motive for ſet- 
ting them ſo high, but only the fair 
Opportunity of making a Prey: And 
what does this betray in him, but the 
Diſpoſition of thoſe above-mention'd, 


who are ready to catch at all Advantages, 


and ſtand waiting for thoſe, who are fit 
to be deceiy'd? „„ - 
B 3 SECT 
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| T Here may be Injuſtice in the Seller, 
if by Lying he endeavours to per- 
wade his Cuſtomers, that his Goods are 
Sound and Perfect, when they are not 
{o.3 or that their Value is much above 
what they deſerve. This js more Cri- 
minal, if he adds Oath and Impreca- 
tions to gain Credit to his Lies; for then 
there 1s a double Iniquity ; in the In- 
juſtice of his Price, and in his Perjury, 
by which he prevails on the Cuſtomer to 
give it. | ED 
Lies have not that notorious Guilt, 
when they are only Perſwaſi ves to a 
Juſt Price ; nay, the Hardneſs and Un- 
belief of Cuſtomers is ſuch, that they 
ſeem almoſt neceſſary for thoſe, who 
think to Sell. But however, this is 
not enough to juſtify the Practice; for 
fince Lies are expreſly forbidden by God, 
they muſt be judg'd unlawful, by as ma- 
ny as believe in him, and make his Will 
the Rule of their Conſcience, and there- 
fore are not to pals for Innocent, even 
when. 
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for impoſing on thoſe, who come to Buy. 


when they are to perſwade a Cuſtomer 
to give a Juſt Price. 

1 muſt confeſs, the Hardneſs of Cuſto- 
mers is a great Temptation, and the 
Fear of lofing Trade puſhes it on. And 
is not this a ſtrange Character of a Chri- 
ſtian World, that believing Truth and 
Juſtice to be the Way to the Eternal 
Truth, there is ſcarce ſuch a Thing to be 
found amongſt them, as a Confidence 
of any being True and Juſt; but in 
all Buſineſs there is almoſt as general a 
Diſtruſt, as if there were no Faith a- 
mongſt them? The Hardneſs of Cu- 
ſtomers makes Shop-keepers Swear and 
Lie; and therefore are Cuſtomers Hard, 
becauſe they know Shop-kcepers will 
Swear and Lie? Both have ſomething 


to Mend, and I think, thoſe, who keep 


Shop may ſafely begin, without dan- 
ger of being much Loſers by it. For. I 
cannot but believe, that if a Perſon: 
were ſo exact to Truth, that thoſe who 
come to Buy, could have a Confidence 


in him, that he would neither demand 


an unreaſonable Price, nor put off things: 
for Good, which are not fo ;. this would 


encreaſe the Number of Cuſtomers, and 


by Moderate Gain' come to equal their 
Heaps who uſe all unwarrantable Means 


And in caſe it ſhould. not, yet the 
| 1 would 
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would be the Comfort of a Good Con- 
fcience, which with the Hopes of God's 
Blefling, would make abundant Recom- 
7 for whatever Advantage their 
Jeighbours have over them, and is the 
Fruit of their Injuſtice. 
Another Injuſtice may be in the Sel- 
ler, if he makes uſe of Falſe Weights 


or Meaſures; for this is nothing leſs 


than Cheating; and as God has de- 


clar'd it to be an” Abomination to. him, 
ſo thoſe, who make this their Gain, pro- 


voke God's Wrath againſt - them, and 
muſt expect from him the Puniſhment 
of all the Injuſtice they have done their 


Netghbour. | 
Here muſt have place the Monopo- 


hes and Compacts of Traders, who by 


theſe undue Ways make a Scarcity 
when there 1s none, and by either keep- 


ing or getting all into their own Hands, 


oblige thoſe that will Buy, to come to 
whatever Extravagant Rates they are 
leas'd to ſet upon their Goods, This 


cannot be allow'd in any Trade, becauſe 


there is Oppreſſion in it; but tis moſt 


Criminal, when the Monopoly is in 


things neceſſary for Life, as in Corn, 
Meat, &c. for this is bringing Calamity 
on the Publick, and Starving the Poor : 
Tis that, which provo es the Curfes 


of the People, as *ris ſaid in the Pro- 


verbs, 


ee Xt ak 


verbs; and if St. Chryſoſtom's Judgment 
be taken, he is abſolutely Accurſed, wh 
contrives to make Corn Dear. — 


SOD Deb ede, | 
8 ECT. V. 
In the Buyer, and of Koln Good 


1 O N the Part of the Buyer there may 


be likewiſe Injuſtice : Firſt, If he 
that undertakes to Sell, knowimg not 
the true Value of what he Offers to- 
Sale, the Buyer takes this Ad vantage, 
and gives much below the real Value. 
For tho' Tradeſmen are ſuppos'd to 
know the Price of their Goods, and 
there is no need of Scruple in the 
Caſe; yet while Servants undertake to 
Sell, they may be eafily over-ſeen; a8 


likewiſe many others may be, in the 


caſe of Offering to Sell what they do 
not well underſtand. And yet no Ad- 
vantage ought to be made of ſuch Ig- 
norance or Over-fightz. becauſe every 
one ought to do, as they would be 
done by; and no Body would think it 


Fair-dealing, to be thus Treated. BV 
another, but would eſteem it Deceit: or 
Over-reaching. | 
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t Secondly, If a Perſon obliges a Shop- 
keeper to Sell for loſs; as in caſe he be 
in Debt, and having not ready Money, 
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his Creditor will not take Goods in 
Payment, except it be an unreaſonable 
Under-rate: The Creditor being ſatisfi- 
ed at the ſame time, that he ſhould be 
no Loſer, if he took them at the Com- 
mon Price. Likewiſe if a Perſon know- 


ing a Shop-keeper to be in Diſtreſs for 
ready Money, prefles him to Sell with. 


Iſs | 
_ Thirdly, If a Perſon: pretends, he 


has no want of ſuch Goods, knowing. 


that no Body elſe will Buy. them, that 


ſo he may perſwade the Seller to part 
with them with. loſs. Infinite other 
ways there are betwixt Buyer and Sel- 
ler, in which, by Diſſembling, Lying, 


and other Artifices, they impoſe on each 


other. But whatever they be, tho' Au- 
thoriz d by Cuſtom, and Univerſal in Pra- 


ctice, they muſt all be Cenſur'd and 


Condemn'd by the Apoſtle's Rule, as far 
as they have any thing of Fraud or Over- 


reaching in them. 
And that Cuſtom muſt be here inclu- 


ded, which is of Buying Stoln Goods. 
For this is an Injuſtice equal to Theft, if 
it be done with a Compact of taking off 
the Hands of Thieves, whatever they 


meer 
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meet with belonging to their Trade. 
And it cannot be excus'd, if they only 
Buy, what is by accident Offer'd to be 
Sold at their Shop. The Reaſon is, 
Firſt, Becauſe ſuch Goods: are not theirs, 
who Offer them to Sale, and it is not 
Juſt to Buy of thoſe. who cannot Sell. 
Secondly, Becauſe by taking ſuch Goods 
off their Hands, they encourage Thieves, 
by making their Theft an Ad vantage to- 
them, and thus do Injury not only to 


Private Perſons, but alſo to the Govern-- 


ment, in helping to ſupport Robbers,. 
by making their Wickedneſs Serviceable 
to them. "Thirdly, For their own ſakes; 
becauſe, when they have paid for ſuch. 
Goods, they cannot be eſteem'd their: 
own, but are theirs from whom they 
were Stoln; and. whatever Advantage 


they make in Selling ſuch Goods again, 


it is not theirs, but of Right belongs. 
to the Owners, from whom they were 
taken. | 

Q But if Shop-hzepers Buy ſuch Goods; 
with @ good Conſcience, without Suſpicion of 
tbeir being Stoln? | 

A. There is ſomething fo particular- 
in Thieves Offering Stoln Gaol to- 


Sale, both in the Way of Offering them,, 
and in the Under-rate which they aſk,, 


that it is eafily diſcern'd by ſuch as are 
| us d 
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us'd to Trade: But if we mutt ſuppoſe 
your Caſe, I anſwer, that if Stoln- 
Goods are bought without Suſpicion of 
their being Stoln, there can be no Sin- 
in ſuch a Purchaſe, becauſe it was made 
with a Good Conſcience, and without 


any Appearance of Evil. However if 


afterwards there be Evidence of the- 


Goods having been Stoln, the Purchaſer,. 


tho” he has paid for them, can make no 
Advantage of them, nor Sell them, but 
they are to be return'd to the Owner, 
who has the only Right to them, 
. Is not this bard, when he has paid 
For them, and bought them with a Good Con- 
feience? a 
A. It is his Misfortune to be thus 
impos'd on. He has been Cheated, and 


muſt be a Loſer by it, as he muſt be in 


all other Bargains, where the Goods do 
not anſwer his ExpeQation, but, upon 
Examination, prove Damag'd, Imperfect 


or Counterfeit ; for as here he muſt _ 


bear the Loſs, except he can recover 
lomething of him that made the Sale; 
ſo in the Caſe propos'd, the Purchaſes 
of Stoln Goods muſt ſtand to the Loſs, 
except he can find a Way to make Re- 
covery of him that Sold them; for the 
Firſt Owner has all the Right to them; 


his Title being till. as Good as ever, l 


not- 


N 
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notwithſtanding the Theft and the Sale, 


that has been made of them. Thus 
the Law decrees, and 'tis founded on- 


the trueſt Principles of Juſtice: Becauſe 
no Man loſes his Right by the Act of 
another, who has no Right for what he 
does. It would be the ſame in an Eſtate, 
which the Owner would not loſe, tho“ 
another would have paid the full Price 
of it, to one who had no Right to Sell 
it. | | 
Q. But what if the Purchaſer has Sold 
the Goods again, before be has any Knowledge 
of their having been Stoln % £2: 
A. The Caſe is hard, but I muſt 
judge as the Law does, which making 
no Diſtinction betwixt the Goods, and 
the Price of the Goods, obliges-in both 
Caſes to Reſtitution. Thus, I think, 
Conſcience obliges, ſince ſuch a Perſon 
is in Poſſeſſion of what is not his own 
upon a juſt Title; and. I know of no 
Relief, but from the Perſon, to whom 
the Reſtitution is to be made, who be- 
ing aſſur'd of his Buying and Selling 
ſuch Goods with a: good Conſcience, . 
without any Suſpicion of their being 
Stoln, ought in Equity to.confider him; 
and not let him bear the whole Loſs. 
This, I know, the Law will not Encou- 

rage, becauſe it takes no Cone of © 
| On- 
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Eonſcience, but only of the Overt Act: ſuc 

But where Conſcience is wholly conſi- Re 

| der'd, the Reſolution muſt be different, the 
and I ſee none more Equitable, than Pr 

| what I have here declar'd ; for ſo, I or 

| think, Sincere and Juſt Perſons would art 
= do on both fides. And hence, if there pr 
| ſhould be any, who, upon the Motive B. 
of Conſcience, after having thus Bought fo 
= and Sold Stoln Goods, ſhould make O 
= their Addreſs to the Party from whom- . il 
they were Stoln, I think it would be | 3 
_ Cruelty to take the Advantage, which w 
the Law gives in ſuch Caſe, and Refuſe tl 
the Compoſition here preſcrib'd; be- u 

cauſe Equity will not allow ſuch Rigour, (le 

but requires Tenderneſs towards: Perſons. d 

of Tender Conſcience. 2 1 

Theſe Directions may ſerve for Tra- 1 


ders; but having preſerib'd Juſtice to v 
be obſerv'd in the Manner of Dealing, F 
I cannot Conclude. without this Funda- 1 
mental Caution, that they conſider the 1 

4 Lawfulneſs of the Trade they proſeſs. 

I he far greater Part are ſo; but ſome are 

to be queſtion'd, eſpecially in the way 

they are generally practis'd; ſuch, I 

mean, which have Oppreſſion of the 

Poor, and Extortion in them. Amongſt 

theſe I reckon Pawn-brokers, and ſome. 

Private. Perſons, who lend __ 

| uch. 
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ſuch as are in Diſtreſs. There are many. 
Reaſons abſolutely to except againſt 
them; but certainly, as the Common 
Practice is, of Doubling the Principal, 

or gaining Fifty or Eighty per Cent. they 
are ſo far from helping the Poor, as they 


pretend, that they Eat out their very 
Rowels, and Devour them; and there 


fore, in this way, muſt be Condemn'd of 


Oppreſſion. And if they are any way. 


to be juſtified, it muſt be by bringing 


them to ſome Regulation, by having the 
whole Matter laid before thoſe in Au- 
thority, and a Moderate Gain ſettled, 
upon a due Computation of their Expen- 
ſes, Hazards and Loſſes. If this were 
done, they might be Serviceable to the 
Publick, and live by the Service they do 
to thoſe, who want their Aſſiſtance; but 


without this, I do not ſee, how any who 
pretend to Conſcience, can live in the 


Profeſſion and Practice of ſo Evident an 
Extortion. | 
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TE 5. TL 
In Workmen and Labourers. 


Hing gone thus far with Fraders, 


as to Buying and Selling, I muſt 


now ſpeak to others, whoſe Profeſſion is 


to ſerve their Neighbour, and take Mo- 
ney as the Reward of their Labour, whe- 
ther of Mind or Body. And thefe are to 
keep to the ſame Standard-Rule with the 


former, of not over reaching, defrauding, 


wronging, or doing any kind of Injuſtice 
to their Neighbour. 

There is Injuſtice in theſe, if they ex- 
act more for their Labour, than what is 
due according to the Common Rate, which 
Cuſtom and Practice have ſet upon it. 
But I ſpeak not here of thoſe, whoſe par- 
ticular Art, as in Painting, Carving, &. 
cannot be thus rated, but muſt be diffe- 


rently Valued, according to the Rarity of 


the Work. | 


Secondly, If they do not take due- 


Pains, that the Work they have under- 
taken, be done according to Agree- 


ment: For if they either put not in good | 


Materials or Ingredients, or ſlightly make 
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up a Work, ſo as not to anſwer the Con- 
tract, it is cv dent, they over-reacly 
their Neighbour, and take Money for 
what they bave not done; fince the 
Price of Slight Work is very different 
from that, which is more Subſtantial. 
In this are concern'd all forts of Working 
Trades; and as it is a Principal Part of 
Honeſty belonging to their Profeſſion, to 
Fintſh their Work according to Agree- 
ment, both as to the Goodneſs of Mate- 
rials, and due Care in making it up; fo: 
it is an evident Injuſtice to do otherwiſe, 
and no Generality of Practice will excuſe 
the Guilt any more, than the Number of 
Offenders does in other Sins. 

Thirdly, If by neglecting to Finiſh: 


their Work according to Agreement, or 
in due time, they conſiderably injure: 


thoſe, who employ them. This may be in 
many Caſes, and is moſt evident in what 
belongs to Plowing, Planting and Gar- 
dening, where Neglect proves the Loſs 
of the Seaſon. | 

Fourthly, If the Materials or Ingre- 
dients are conſiderably prejudiced, and 
the Work damag'd by their Neglecting 
to make it up in due time. This happens 
in many Compounds, and Extracts, Ec. 
where the Goodneſs and Virtue depends 


often upon a Nicety. 2 
| "ifthe- 
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RT Fifthly, If they demand more Ma- by 
_ trials, than is neceflary for the Work, ti 
and keep what remains for themſelves. || AN 
This is a“ Method of many Working thi 
Trades, but pagticularly of thoſe, who | St 
make up Cloaths ; but how to excuſe. to 
it from Fraud, I cannot tell; ſince 


being paid for their Work, they have be 


no Right to the leaſt Part of the Mate- 15 
rials, that remain, and therefore can- th 
not keep them, without his Knowledge to 
and Permiſſion to whom they belong, 18 


but by being Unjuſt to him. If any In 
thing be due for Time ſpent in Buying 
for thoſe, who ſet them to Work, this I 
ought to be ſet down and cenſider'd by 125 
ſuch as employ them; for Time is valu- 

able to ſuch as Work for Bread; but 


however, they ought not to be their own 
Pay- maſters, but deal fairly, and let thoſe, 
who are to pay them, know what they 
pay for. 

Laſtly, If they do not Work the 
whole time, according to Contract. 4 
In this are principally concern'd Jour- * 
ney- men and Day-labourers, who make ra 
no Conſcience of Neglecting their rt 
Buſineſs, and Idling away Hours, when th 
they have no Overſeer to oblige them ſu 
to more Exactneſs. This is a Point too || © 
eaſily paſs d over without examining th 
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La- by thoſe, who are concern'd in it, A 
rk, tis nothing but not thinhing can give them 
es. any Peace of Conſcience; for certainly, 
ng there is as much Injuſtfce in this, as in 

ho | Stealing, and for this they will be call'd 

fe to an Account. | | 

ce The Reaſon of all theſe Points 1s, 

ve | becauſe wnoever Labours by Compact, 

e- is Bound in Juſtice to comply with all 

n- the Conditions of the Compact, both as. 


to the Time and Manner of the Work; 
and. purpoſely, or by neglect to be want- 
y ingin any, cannot be done, but with 
g | Injuſtice, if it turns to the Prejudice or 
18 Loſs of him, with whom the Contract 
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4 Lawyers, Pr vicians, Surgeons. 


: T HE ſame Judgment is to be made- 
1 of thoſe, who are of a more Libe- 
ral Profeſſion, but undertake Buſineſs by. 
a ſort of Virtual Contract, and expect 
the Reward of their Induſtry or Labour; | 
ſuch are all that belong to the Law, Phy- 
fick, or Surgery. | oh”; 
Firſt then, tis an Injuſtice in any of 
theſe mention'd, if they bring i. He 
of 
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of Charges, and either ſet down what 
we is unreaſonable for what they have 


done, or add what they have never 


done. | | 
| Secondly, If they undertake the De- 
fence of a Cauſe, that is evidently Un- 


855 or, for their own Gain, Encourage 


erſons to commence Litigious Suits, to 
the Prejudice of both Parties, or Ruin of 


either. 


Thirdly, If they take no Pains. to 


underſtand the Cauſe, in which they 
are to Plead. If they make Delays in 
bringing on a Cauſe to a Hearing. If 
they have been wanting either in duly 
Solliciting, or Drawing up Breves ; if 
they have purpoſely put off, a Cauſe. In- 
finite ways there are, by which Men of 
this Profeſſion, put their Clients to un- 
neceſſary and repeated Charges, and at 
other times make them great Sufferers 
thro' their Neglect. Cuſtom, and the Ex- 
ample of others, may leſſen the Horrour 
of this Sin; but certainly it is ſo great, 
that it cannot eaſily be equall'd, ſince 
in raiſing themſelves upon their Neigh- 


bours Misfortunes, and encreafing their 


Unhappineſs, that they may be Gain- 
ers by it, has ſo much of Hard- hearted- 
neſs in it, ſo much Cruelty, and is ſo 


contrary to the Spirit of Charity, _ 
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renouncing the Goſpel, and all Right to 
Lite Eternal. | — 

The Cafe is much the ſame, when 
Phyſicians, Surgeons, r. Neglect their 


Patients, or Prolong their Cure for their: nl 


own greater Advantage; for this can- 


not be excus'd from Oppreſſion and 


Cruelty; which is likewiſe their Crime, 
when for making their own Intereſt 


another way, they preſcribe more Medi- 


cines, or more Chargeable, than the Caſe 

requires. 5 
Fourthly, In all Profeſſors of the 

Law, it is acting both againſt Law and 


Goſpel, to take Fees of the Adverſe 


Party to betray their Clients. The like 
Injuſtice may be in thoſe, who fit on the 
Bench, if they take Bribes, if they are 
prevail'd on by Paſſion to favour or op- 
pole either Party, or if they take not due 


Care to diſcern the Juſtice of the Cauſe 
before them. 25 


Fifthly, There may be the ſame In- 
juſtice in the Jury upon the ſame 
Heads; for if they give not due Atten- 
tion to the Cauſe, if they accept Pre- 


ſents or Money, if they are over-ruPd 8 
by Paſſion or Party in the Verdict they 


bring in, they betray the Truſt repos d 
in them, and muſt anſwer to God be ad 
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I think, it cannot be practis'd, but by. 
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whatever wrong theygdo, their Neigh- | © 
bour, whether in Lite Eſtate or Repu- and 
tation. The ſame Guilt falls on all thoſe the 


ho are concern'd in Empannelling the mil 

Jury; for if they do not nominate Per- ES 

ſons of known Integrity, and ſuch as me 

they think moſt Indifferent to hoth Par- der 

ties; if they are Induſtrious in putting ] em 

_ thoſe on, whom they know indiſpos'd fon 
buy Paſſion or Intereſt for doing Juſtice, W. 
= or if they take Bribes for doing ſo, they ten 
are Falſe to their Truſt, and muſt anſwer by 

for all the Injuſtice, which is the Con- gre 
ſequence of whatever unjuſt Verdict is Va 
brought in. | plc 
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In paying Wages or Hire, | 1 

| l 

Eſide the Heads already mention'd, the 

there may be Injuſtice, as to the all 

Wages to be paid to ſuch as are Hir'd to Þ Su 

Work. Firſt, In abſolutely refuſing to tio 

**F what is thus due. Secondly, In un- ate 
reaſonably changing the Wages agreed VI 


upon, as Jacob complain'd of Laban. 

Thirdly. In unreaſonable Delays of pay- ma 

ing what is due, by which ſuch as Work | 

Hard, come to want the Bread they have for 
—_ - 7 Work'd 
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| Work'd for, are forced to run in Debr, = 
and take up whats neceſſary for Lite at E 


the Highelt Rates, and bring their Fa- 
mily into many Inconveniencies. 
 Fourt:ly, By oppreſſing Poor Work- 
men, obliging them to Work at an Un- 
der- rate, or tareatning otherwiſe not to 
employ them ; this is a Force upon Per- 
ſons, whoſe Bread is to come by their 
Work, and who therefore mui} be con- 
tented to take a little rather than Starve 
by ſtanding Idle. But in this may be 
creat Injuſtice, whilit their Works being 


Valued at a High Rate by ſuch as em- 


ploy them, theſe grow Rich by the Sweat 
of the Poor, without allowing them any 


Tolerable Proportion of what is gain'd 


by their Labour s. 
Here muſt have place a like Oppreſ- 

ſion in Spiritual Affairs; as in a Caſe 

much practis'd of thoſe, who having 


Rich Benefices put in Vicars to bear 


the whole Weight of the Duty, and ſcarce 
low them what is ſufficient for a decent 
Subſiſtance: For ſince whatever Dona- 
tions have been made, or whatever Tenths 
are paid, are in Conſideration of the Ser- 
vice, that is to be done the Flock, and 
for their Maintenance and Encourage- 


ment who ſerve it, the whole ſees in 


Juſtice their Right, who Labour in per- 
forming all the Functions due to the Flock. 
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Thus it was certainly intended by the 


= ' Donors, and in the Firſt Inſtitution of 


Tithes, and it was never defign'd theſe 
Pious Provifions ſhould be made the 
Support of Idle Church-men, or to raiſe 
their State whilſt others for a Poor Al- 
lowance do their Work. This then muſt 
be ſet down as an Abuſe, in perverting 
the Charities of Pious Chriſtians. But if 


it be conſider'd farther, that ſuch Plenti- | 


ful Benefices were at Firſt defign'd, that 
the Flock might be provided with Able 
Men, and that theſe might not only live 
decently themſelves, but likewiſe have 
wherewith to give Relief to thoſe of the 
Pariſh whom they ſhould find to be in 
Diſtreſs : This Confideration ſhews a 
double Injuſtice in the preſent Method; 
Firſt, In their Committing the Flock to 
the Care of ſuch, whoſe want of Expe- 
rience, &c. makes them unfit for the 


Help which they want, and is their due. 
or unprofitably Spending, what ought to 


be the Relief of thoſe Poor, whole Paſtors 
they are. | 
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Charge; and thus robbing them of that 
Secondly,In either unprofitablyHoarding, 


Tr 
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Ts Governours, Overſeers of 'Colledges, 


Hoſpitals, &c. in Truſtees, Overſeers 
of the Poor, Mater of Schools, 
Debtors, Malters of Families, Gentle- 
men of EStates, - © 105 


LJERE again may come in {till other 
1 1 Injuſtices too much practis d; as, 


Firſt, In Maſters, Governours, Over- 


ſeers of Colledges, Hoſpitals, Alms- 
Houſes. For alf 


H theſe being plentiful- 
ly founded, and the Aaptelk ntention 
of the Founders and other Benefactors, 
being to provide for ſuch, whoſe Cir- 
cumſtances anſwer the Conditions by 
them declar'd ; all Governours, Over- 
ſeers, &c, are bound in Juſtice, by 


their Place, to preſent or admit no o- 


thers, but ſuch as come neareſt to the 
Conditions preſcrib'd; and thus only 
can they ſatisfy their Truſt, and anſwer 
the End of the Founders. As often then, 
as they are over-rul'd either by Private 


7 Intereſt, Affection, or other Confidera- 


tions, in preferring Relations," Friends, 
| Sr 


mmm e, 
Dc. to others, whoſe Circumſtances 
come nearer the Deſign of the Founder, | Sin 
they abuſe his Charity, and act againſt |} tut 
Juſtice, and are Falſe to the Truſt they ber 
have undertaken”.  _ na) 
| Secondly, In all forts of Truſtees, | tio! 
Guardians, &c. For if theſe are wanting of 
to their Truſt, and let thoſe for whom be 
they have undertaken it be Sufferers wr. 
thro' their Neglect, in not examining | 
how things are manag'd, or not calling | ott 
Stewards, Sc. to an Account: Or it | Fo 
they make their own Advantage of the ane 
Truſt, above what is due, by turning wh 
to their own uſe what belongs not to ob 
them, or by making very unreaſonable tea 
Accounts, this is acting againſt Juſtice, ful 
and no Man of Integrity or Honeſty can ha 
do it. 3 5 
Thirdly, In Overſeers of the Poor, ful 
Collectors and Church-wardens : For for 
if theſe make undue Diſtributions, ad- Op 
mitting ſuch for Favour, into their jur 
N umber, who are not in Want, or ex- the 
cluding others thro' Paſſion, who are all 
in Want: Or if they give in Falſe Ac- |} arc 
counts, or turn to their own uſe what is An 
given to the Poor, or Spend any part of lie 
it in Drink, Dinners, or Entertainments; of 
they ſo far Rob the Poor, and can have 
no more Hopes of Mercy, without a M. 
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Sincere Repentance, and making Reſti- 
tution, than they who commit Rob- 
bery and Murther on the Hi h-way 4 
nay, they are in ſo much worſe Condi- 
tion, as God has undertaken the Cauſe. 
of the Poor, and declar'd, that he will 


be the Revenger of thoſe, that do them 


wrong. 


Fourthly, In Maſters of Schools, or 


! others, who have the Care of Youth: 


For if theſe have either a ſettled Allow- 
ance, or are paid by the Parents of thoſe, 
who are under their Charge, they are 
oblig'd in Juſtice, to take due Pains in 
88 ſuch Youth, and to be watch- 
ful in every particular, as far as they 
have undertaken, in order to their Edu- 
cation. And if they are either Sloth- 
ful or Careleſs in teaching them, or 
for want of due Inſpection, give them 
Opportunities of doing themſelves In- 
jury, by Idleneſs, or Ill Converſation; 
they betray their Truſt, and will have 
all thoſe Miſchiefs to anſwer for, which 
are the Confequence of their Neglect. 
And may not the Ruin of many Fami- 
lies, and Loſs of many Souls, be a part 
o 
Fifthly, In thoſe, who having the 
Money of others in their Hands, Neg- 
let to give them ſufficient Security : | 
C 2 | For 


Traders, Labourers, c. 1 ®% 


r Inftruttons or Miſters, 
1 For tho' the Perſons to whom it belongs, 


ſtances, where Baſhfulneſs, Dependance, 
Friendſhip, will not allow ſome Tem- 
pers to be importune in the Caſe; and 


ſecuring ſuch Money, cannot be clear'd 


ther's Right, and may eaſily prove his 
Ruin. Theſe Delays hrve hen been 
follow'd with ſuch 
Juſtice nor Prudence can expoſe another's 
Right to ſuch Uncertainties, as are thoſe 
of Lite. 6. 

Sixthly, In thoſe who negle& to make 
heir laſt Will in time of Health, who 
thave Matter of Juſtice, Provifion for 


Sc. depending on their Settlements. The 
Injuſtice of Delays in this Point is very 
evident, where Juſtice preſſes ſo ſtrongly 
for it. V ; . 
Seventhly, In all thoſe who un- 


be ne ver in their Power to pay; and 
in all thoſe, who, being able, Neg- 


lect to ſatisfic Juſt Debts. The Reaſon. 
of the former part is, becauſe the doing 
Juſtice. ought not to be put to hazards 
without Neceſſity. And the Reaſon 
of the latter is, becauſe paying Debts: 
18.4 Point of Juſtice, and therefore ought 

to 


ought to 50 it; yet there are Circum- 


ere for the Debtor to omit or delay the 


from Injuſtice, ſince 'tis hazarding ano- 


ffects, that neither 


Younger Children, the Peace of Family, 


neceſſarily Contract Debts, which may 


Traders, Labourers, &c, 5 


to be ſatisfied. This is moſt preſſing in 


Regard of thoſe, who want their Money; 
and the greater the Inconveniencies are, 
which they Suffer for want of it, the 
greater is the Crime. Tis no leſs than 


| Cruelty and Oppreſſion, when the De- 


nial of Juſt: Debts ſtraightens Families, 
ſo as to want Neceſſaries for Managing 
their Trade, Educating. their. Chilaren, 


and brings Ruin upon them. is gene- 


rally injurious to all, becauſe there are 
few, but what are Sufferers for want of 
their Money; and ſometimes thoſe are- 
the Greateſt, who ſeem leaſt Importune 
in Demanding their own. At leaſt their 
Inconveniencies are not to be diſputed, 
who ſollicite for their due; and therefore, 
tho' it be no ſurprize, that Men of no; 
Principles Contract Debts. on all fides,. 
and are not concern'd in paying; yet it 
is a matter of juſt Wonder, that thoſe 
who ſeem ſerious in the Buſineſs of Sal- 
vation and make a Scruple of being Un- 
juſt, ſhould be ſo little Sollicitous in Pay- 
ing what they Owe, but let their Debts: 
run on with no more Reflection than as: 


if no Body were injur'd by their Debts: 


unpaid, or that it was not their Duty to 
pay them. They ſeem to think little of 


it, and ſo are at Reſt within themſelves z: 
but to me their Caſe looks fo very ill, by 


Reaſon of the. many Injuries. they may 
5 GX | da) 
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do by their Neglect, that in my Opinion, 


juſtice, which may be charg'd upon them. 


Lat'tly, In many Maſters of Families, 
and Gentlemen. of Eſtates. For when. 


I confidet theſe, upon the Title of Ju- 
Mice, bound to provide for their Chil- 
dren and Family, I cannot but.conclude,. 


that the Neglect of this is doing contrary 


to Juſtice, contrary. to that Duty, which 
God has laid upon them, and they by a. 


virtual Contract have undertaken. And 


what then muſt. I ſay of Tradeſmen or 
others, who live by their Induſtry when 
thro' Sloth. or Ill Company they neglect 

their Buſineſs, and expoſe their, Children, 
Sc. to all the Miſchiefs of Want? What 
of Gentlemen, who either thro' want of 
Care, or the Immoderate Expenſes of an. 


Idle, Extravagant or Vicious Lite, waſte 


their Eſtates, and many ways Injure if 


not wholly-Ruin their Family? Can theſe - _ 


think themſelves Juſt, I do not ſay to 
God, but to Men, while they Pro- 


digally throw. OP their Eſtates, of 
which, according to the Chriſtian Scheme 


in reſpect of God, they are no mare than 
Principal Stewards, and ought to manage 
for the Good of their Poſterity, to whom, 
whilſt - they give a Being, they ought 
likewiſe to provide a Wellbeing? 40-6 
| they. 


tis much ſafer for them ro conſider it in 
time, than to run the Hazard of the In- 


n, 
In. 


they think themſelves Juſt, while to gra- 
rify their Humours, their Vices and Idle 
Company, they are more Cruel to the 


Children of their own Bowels, than the 


Worſt of Enemies? Icaimot tell what their 
Thoughts may be, tho” I fear they do 
not think; but to make a Judgment from 
the Infinite Miſchiefs I have ſeen brought 


upon Generations by this unchriſtian Me- 


thod, I think the Violence of Thieves. 
and Murtherers may more likely find Mer- 
cy, than the Treachery of theſe Modiſh 
Parricides. And therefore, whatever their 
Profeſſion be, to eſteem them for Chri- 
ſtians, is what I cannot do, without Vio- 
lence to all the Principles I have learnt: 
from Chriſt and his Goſpel. 

Infinite other. Injuſtices there are, but 
from the Confideration of theſe Parti- 
culars, I think they may be eafily diſ- 
cover'd by thoſe, who are not reſoly!d: 
to ſmother all the Principles of Nature, 
Reaſon and Faith,. which God has-given 
them ; and therefore- I conclude with: 
this Requeſt to all thoſe, who are any 
ways engag'd in Money-concerns, that 
they. would be watchful againft all- the- 
Temptations. of unjuſt Gain, and not 
loſe their Souls for any Advantage that 
can be expected from over- reaching or 
defrauding their Neighbour ; but to be 
= | con- 


* 


56 Inſtructions for Maſters, &c. 52 
contented with the Fruit of Fair and 4 
Juſt Dealing, hoping for the Blefling of a). 
God on it, and efteeming a Little with: 2 
the Comfort of a Good Conſcience, bet- 7 
ter than the Abundance of Fraud and 
Injuſtice; for thus only can they Act as 
Chriſtians.. | IT 
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S ELK. I. 

of the Reſpe due from Servants to 


Maſters, 


5 ere being particular Duties 

belonging to every State, pray 
wa tell me, WW bat are the Prin- 
[rn fl cipal Duties of Servants? 
— 4, As to what concerns 


4 


the . 2nd 8 who ; they F 


Inſtructious for 
ſerve, their Principal Duties are, Reſpe?, 
Fidelity, and Obedience. | 

Q. M hat do you mean by Reſpect? 

A. I mean, that Servants are to be 
mindful of the Command given by St. 
Paul, Rom. 13. 7. Render therefore to all 
their Dues. ------ Fear to whom Fear, Honour 
ro whom Honour, There is an Honour due 
to all, who have any Superiority or Au- 
thority over us: And Maſters being in 
this Degree according to the Order of 


God, there is an Honour or Reſpe& due 


to them from Servants. | 

Q. How is this Reſpect to be ſhewn ? 

A. In Behaviour in Words and Actions; 
Servants are not to ſay or do any Thing, 
but all ought to be temper'd with ſuch a 
Reſpect as may be a perpetual Acknow- 
ledgment of the Superiority Maſters have 
over them. a 

Hence, 1#, Servants are not to give 
to their Maſters Surly or Diſreſpectful 
Anſwers. | 

2ly, They are not to mock them, nor 


by any Words, Signs or Geſtures, expreſs | 


a Contempt of them. 

3dly, They are not to make any Diſ- 
courſe with their Fellow-Servants of any 
Failings they apprehend or obſerve in 
their Maſters, and much leſs with Stran- 
gers. 
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 . Apprentices and Servants, mg 
Q. If their Maſters, &c. are unreaſona- 
ble in their Commands, and by Paſſionate ' on + 
Abuſrve Words provoke their Servants, muſt 
not they anſwer ? 3 4 

A. The Advice given by St. Paul, Tit. 
2. 9. is, Not to anſwer again, at leaſt, not 
to- contradict them : But if there be 
ſometimes Reaſon to give an Anſwer, 


then this cannot be reprov'd, if it be 


done with Refpe&. I am ſenſible, how 
difficult this is, under ſome Provocation 5 
but it being their Duty to be ever Reſpect- 
ful and Moderate, the Difficulty obliges 
them to be more Watchful in their 
Words, but cannot excuſe them from 
their Duty. Every Chriſtian is bound 
to ſubmit to the Difficulties of their 
State, and bear them with Patience. 
And fince this is what particularly be- 
longs to Servants, they muſt labeur with 
Humility and Meeknefs to bean the Bur- 
then of their Condition. It were to be 
wiſh'd, that Maſters, and all in Authority, 
would follow the Advice of St. Paul, 
in governing their Paſſions, and uſing 
Moderation with their Servants ; but if 
Maſters are wanting to this Duty, and 
are unreaſonably provoking, this is no 
Warrant for Servants to loſe either their 
Reſpe&, or their Patience. | 
QQ. How are Servants to come to the Pra- 
Sice of this Advice? | = ; 
ii 3 A. By 


ie 


4. By obſerving their Maſter's Tem- p 

per and their own. If Maſters are of a 2B 

| aſſionate 'Temper, and grow more Exa- 
ſperated upon the leaſt Reply, there is | , 
then a Neceſlity of hearing all with Si „. 
lence, ' whether the Reproof be deſerv'd 4 


or no; ſince it cannot be adviſable then 

to ſpeak, when it can do no Good, but b 

only help to encreaſe the Storm. | 11 
The like Silence ought to be obſerv'd, p 

when Servants know their own Weak- ri 

neſs to be ſuch, that however they re- tl 

folve, upon being Moderate in their An- 

fwers, yet they ſeldom begin to ſpeak, 


but Paſſion ſoon carries them beyond r 
all Bounds of Moderation and Reſpect; [ 
for in this Caſe again, 'tis better to be a 
wholly filent, than to make things worſe 
by ſpeaking. | 1 

Q. But may not there be juſt Occaſion for V 
Servants to ſpeak, when they are unjuſtly re- E 
frov d, or have unreaſonable Things impos' d if 
on them? 23 | it 

A. There may be often ſuſſicient Oc- D. 
caſion for 8 but it cannot be e 
reaſonable for Servants then to fpeak h 
when Maſters are not diſpos'd to hear. th 
Whatever therefore the Occafion be, it is 4 
much better to be filent for the Preſent, 1 
while Pafion makes the Maſter unſit to 
har or judge aright, and to wait for fome a 


better Seaſon, when all Things being com- 
n ; 


> | pos'd "+ 


Ipprentices and nf. oF 


pos'd, he may be in a Diſpoſition of hear- 


ing and doing that which is juſt. . 
Q. But dont you think it bard to be filent, 


_ when Servants know themſelves to be unjuſtly | 


reprov'd, and are condemn'd for what they 
never did? x Fth 5 | 

A. I have already own'd this to you 
but it being a Hardſhip belonging to 
their State, they are bound to be pre- 


par'd for it: And if they cannot ſub- 


mit, they are not ſuch Chriſtians, as 
their Condition requires them to be. 
Hear from St. Peter's Advice, what he ex- 
pects from Servants : Servants, ſays the 


Apoſtle, be ſubjett ro your Maſter with all 


Fear, not only to the Good and Gentle, but 
alſo to the Froward, 1 Pet. 2. 18. He 
expects from them, that with Patience 


they bear the Inconveniencies of their 


Maſter's Paſſion: And he gives ſufficient 
Encouragement, by ſhewing them, That 
if they do well, and ſuffering for it, take 
it patiently, it is acceptable to God, Here 
he ſuppoſes, it may be their Caſe to ſuf- 
fer wrongfully ;. and inſtead of expreſſing 
his Compaſſion towards them, he adviſes 
them to ſubmit with Patience, with the 


Aſſurance of doing in this what is well- 
pleaſing to God. a 


Here then you ſee Servants have the 


ſame Encouragement to bear with the 


A4 5 


— "Infeructions for © 

uneaſy Temper of thoſe over them, 
and likewiſe whatever Trouble theſe give 
them, as all other Chriſtians have to bear 


tunes of-Lite ; and this Encouragement 
is, that Patient Suffering is well-pleaſing 
to God, and that he will be their Re- 
ward. - -- Fo 

Q. When again are Servants to prafliſe 
this Silence? F564; IRE : 

A. When by Obſervation they fin 
thoſe, who arc over them, to be naturally 
of a Fretful and Uneaſy Temper, which 
ſeldom ſeems pleas'd with any Thing, 
and therefore ſcarce knows any other 
Language with Servants, beſides making 
Exceptions, and finding Fault. 

A2. When again? ; 

A. When they have Reaſon to believe, 
that the Occafion of their Maſter being in 
Paſſion with them, 1s becauſe of ſome 
'Trouble, Misfortune, or Pain, which has 
put him out of Humour. In theſe two 
Caſes, *tis beſt for Servants to be Silent 
under all manner of Reproof becauſe, 
tho* it may be expreſs'd with Sharpneſs, 
yet they have Reaſon to believe, that 
it is either nothing more than their 
common Way of Speaking; or that the 
Paſſion is not rais'd againſt them, but 


only fell upon them, as they by Chance 


patiently all the Difficulties and Misfor- 
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came in the Way: And that if they let 
it paſs, all will be ſoon compos'd again. 


It 18 a common Duty of all Chriſtians: 
to bear with the natural, Imperfe&ions f 
their Neighbours, and peaceably to ſub- 
mit to the Mortification of their Diſa- 
greeable or Uneaſy 'Femper,, as there 
may be Occaſion for it. And this Duty: 
prefles more particularly in Regard of 
thoſe, who have Authority and Com- 


mand over us, ſo that we cannot impati- 
ently complain of their difficult Humour,, 


without a Fault. Havenot then Servants: 
Reaſon to bear in Silence the uneaſy: 
Temper of Maiters, fince there is no- 
Perſon in whatever Condition, but whe: 
is oblig'd to diflemble many an Uneaſi- 
neſs given them by thoſe, with. whom 
they live, for the Keeping of Peace; and 


thoſe, who have not Patience for this, 


how is it poſſible they. ſhould. efcape be- 
ing in a perpetual Fret within,. and a per- 
petual War without? 'Fhe Cale therefore: 
of Servants is not ſo particular in this 
Point, but that it belongs to other States, 
all having this Hardſhip to bear in ſome 
Degree or other: And this many Servants: 
find, who changing their Condition, in 
Hopes of being reliev'd. in their preſent 
Complaints, ſee themſelves oblig'd to 


another ſort of Compliance, ſuch as makes 


10 Iiftruftions for 5 


have been a Happineſs, in Compariſon 
of what they now ſuffer. | 


Then you recommend Silence, as a 


General Rule for Servants, under all manner 
of Reproof ? . 

A. There muſt however be ſome Ex- 
ceptions, as when a Maſter preſſes a Ser- 
vant to give an Anſwer; for thus it 
may prove, that there may be as great 


a Diſreſpe& in this Stubborn Silence, as 


there is at other times in being too for- 
ward in Anſwering. It may likewiſe be 
allow'd them, in any Reproof, to make 
their Plea in ſhort, by declaring the 
Truth; and if this be not accepted, they 


are then to ſubmit in Silence and Patience, 


rather than juſtify themſelves by Paſſion. 
It cannot likewiſe be diſapprov'd in Ser- 
vants to ſpeak, when they can do it in a 
Reſpe&ful Manner, and Mafters ſeem 
eafie in the Liberty they take. 

All therefore that I diſcourage here in 
Servants, 1s only ſuch Speaking, ſuch Re- 


plies, and ſuch Anſwers, as are not be- 


coming their Condition; but having. 
ſomething of Diſreſpect in them, are to 
be condemn'd as 6 

General Duty of their State. And this 
being a Duty, which God has impos'd on 
them, they are bound to comply with it, 
| as. 


them think all their paſt Uneaſineſs to 


fences againſt the 
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Apprentices and Servants. 11 
as they defire to be his Servants. If it be 


_ troubleſome, it is a Trouble, which may 


be overcome by watchful Endeavours 


their own Intereſt obliges them to take 
Pains in this Victory, that they may have 


Peace here, and hereafter. 
deeb det, adde 


Of Fidelity, in duly performing what 
they undertake. 


Q. e is the Fidelity belonging to Ser- 
vants? . 

A. Tis a Duty, by which they are ob- 
lig'd to be Faithful in all, whatever be- 
longs to their Charge. 

Q. Ii what does this chiefly conſiſt? 

A. It conſiſts chiefly in two Points; 
that is, in duly performing what they un- 
dertake 3 and in managing with Care 
whatever is entruſted with them. 

Q: How are they to ſatisſy the firſt Purt, 
of duly performing what they undertake? 
A. St. Paul tells them how, Epheſ. 6. G. 
They are to do all, Not with Eye- Service, 


as pleaſing Men, but as the Servants of Cbriſt, 


doing the Will of God from the Heart, Do- 


ing their Service with good. Will, as to the 


Lord. 


= 
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Lord, and not as to Men; knowing, that 


whatever Good Thing Man does, the ſame he 


ſhall receive of our Lord, whether he be Bond 


or Free, | | | 
Q. What does St. Paul teaches Servants in 

theſe Words? r 
A. He teaches them ſeveral Fhings: 

Fir#, That they ought to look on them- 


ſelves, as the Servants of God. 2d!y, 
That in whatever Service they perform, 
they are to Endeavour, not only to pleaſe 


the Eyes of Men, but to do all with that 


Care, as to pleaſe the Eye of God. 3dly, 


'That the Motive in all they do, ought to 
be, to comply with the Will of God. 


4thly, That the Comfort of all their La- 


bours is to be; that the moſt difficult La- 


bours are due to God; that God will be 


the Recompence of whatever is done 


faithfully, who has no Reſpect of Perſons, 


but will reward the Servant, according to 
his Works, as well as the Maſter. 
Now if Servants are to do all Things, 


not as pleafing the Eyes of Men, but as 
pleaſing God; it is very plain, that Ser- 
vants are nat only to be Careful and Ex- 

act in what they do, when their Maſter's 


Eye is to examine their Work; but like- 


wiſe when they have no Eye over them, 
to commend their Diligence, or reprove 


their Neglect: Becauſe the Work they 
under- 
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undertake is their Duty, and ought to be 


done for Duty ſake, and becauſe God 
always ſees them. This is the Fidelity 
belonging to! Servants, as to this Point; 
and is the Meaning of St. Paul's Words, 
when he bids them do all, not with Eye- 
Service, as pleaſing Men, but as the Ser- 
vants of Chriſt, and doing the Will of God 
from the Heart. Ard. if they follow his 
Direction, they may be ſure, beſides the 


Yearly Wages from. their Maſter, they 


will have God to reward them; 

Whence tis very Evident, thoſe Ser- 
vants are wanting to their Duty, and 
commit a Sin, who are then only care- 
ful, when they have an Eye over them, 


or know what they do will be ſeen ;. 


but in other Circumſtances, when they 
have no Witneſs, and apprehend no 


Reproof of their Neglect, do their 


Work careleſly, or leave it undone; 
far theſe are only Eye-Servants, they 
forget that they are the Servants of God, 
and inſtead of a Reward, will find him 
the Puniſher of their Neglecde. 
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Of Fidelity, in managing what is en- 
| truſted with them. 

AY. 1 x BID. I * N | 
70 . are Serttnts to ſatisfy the 


that, Of managing with Care, whatever is en- 
truſted with them ? | 


A. They ſatisfy this, by being ſo Care- 


ful and Juſt in all they undertake, that 


their Mafter be not a Loſer in any. Way, 


thro? their Fault. 
By this then Servants are oblig'd, 
Firft, To be fo careful of whatever Goods 


are under their Charge, that they be not 


injur d, loſt or ſtolen, by their Sloth or 
Neglect. You know how many Things 
require the Care of Servants, as in all 
belonging to Furniture, Cloaths, to Eat- 
mg and Drinking, Sc. Without this 
due Care, ſome of them-are very much 


prejudiced, others become wholly Uſe- 


leſs, and the Maſters are often. great 

Sufferers, by.Servants not being diligent- 

in what they undertake, and is their Du- 
ty to do. 

_ Secondly, They are oblig'd to ſee, there 

be no Waſte of any Thing under their 

5 5 Charge, 


other part of Fidelity, which is 
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Charge, but muſt manage all with as 
much Care and Frugality, as if it were 
their own. I need not here mention Par- 
ticulars; they, who know what belongs 


to a Family, know likewiſe, there is. 
ſcarce any Thing in it, but what is fub- 


ject to Waſte; and that tho: the Concern 
ſeems not much, yet at the Year's End' tis 


LL . Expenſe to the Maſter, if in the 


e and Care of every Thing, there be 
not that due Management in Servants, 
which is neceſſary to prevent the Waſte 
of them. el en $2 

Thirdly, They are oblig'd to fee, that 


4 


nothing under their Care be miſpent, 
broken or loſt. And they are to reckon 


all that miſ-ſpent, which 18 not employ'd 
according to. their Order,, whom 'they 
ſerve. Whence it cannot be allow'd 
them, either to give away, or to treat 


Companions or Friends, with what be- 


longs to their Maſter, any further, than 
they have his Order, or have ſufficient 
Reaſon to preſume of his Conſent. And 
as they are not to do this themſelves, ſo 
neither are they to give Opportunity to 
others of doing it, | thro” their Neglect, 
by careleſly leaving the Keys of Things 
under their Charge, in publick, or by 
letting Doors or Boxes be open, which 

they ought to keep lockt. For whatever 
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comes thus to be taken away, muſt Be 


charg' d to them, as occaſion'd by their 
Neglect. Tho' all Servants are, in ſome 
degree or other, concern'd in this, yet 
none more than Apprentices, who have 
the Care of a Shop left to them; and 
therefore, if theſe, by Careleſneſs, or by 
talking with Companions, or by leaving 
the Shop, are the Occaſion of their Ma- 
ſter's being defrauded or robb'd, they 
muſt anſwer for the Wrong done; fince 
the Care of Goods being entruſted with 


them, 'tis the ſame thing to the Maſter, 
whether he be robb'd by his own Ser- 


vants, or by ſuch as are invited and en- 
courag'd by their Careleſneſs. 
Fourthly, They are oblig'd to be juſt in 


all Accompts of Money; ſo as neither 


to take Money from thoſe, whom they 
ſerve, nor ſet down to their Accompt a- 
ny more, than has been laid out by their 
Order. In this they ought to be very 

Juſt, notwithſtanding the faireſt Oppor- 


tunities of defrauding the Maſter, with- 


out any Poſſibility of his coming to the 
Knowledge of it. As they are not to 
wrong him, by taking Money, ſo neither 
by keeping what is his in their Hands, un- 
known to him: | 
of this can be done, without an evident 
Injuſtice, which tho' hid from Man, is 


— REY 


And therefore nothing 
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niſh'd by him, even more than common 


Theft, ſince the Truſt repos'd in Ser- 


vants makes their Crime worſe than that 
of Robb ere. 57 T 
Fiftbly, They are oblig'd to be Juſt, in 


whatever Money they lay out for their 


Maſter, and never to make Bargains, in 
which they themſelves may be Gainers 
by their Maſter's Loſs. They muſt; not 
therefore, by the Encouragement of 
Bribes, be perſwaded , either to give 
more for what they Buy, or take leſs for 
what they Sell, than they would do, 


| were the Concern altogether their own. 


They muſt not Buy at a Shop, which 
allows them ſomething for their Cuſtom, 
when they might Buy either betterGoods, 
or better Cheap at another Place, which 
gives no ſuch Encouragement. If by 
their Indaftry or Art, they have made 
a better Bargain in Buying or Selling, 
than their Maſter expects, the Ad van- 


tage is to be their Maſter's, and not 


their own: If he will reward them for 
it, he may; but they muſt not reward 
themſelves, by either ſetting down more 
than what the Thing coſt, in Buying, 
or reſerve any Part to themſelves of the 


Price recei vd in Selling. 


: Q. Are 


*S. 


known to God, and will be ſeverely pu- 
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Q. Are Servants then to have no Encou- 
ragement for being Induſtrious ? 


A. This muſt depend wholly on the 
Mould be ſo hard, as 


Maſter: And if he 
not to give them ſo much as good Words 
for what they do in his Service, yet ſtill 
they are to be Induſtrious in all they do 


for him, to the beſt of their Skill and 


Power. The Reaſon is, becauſe tis their 
Duty to be Faithful in their Service; 
this God requires of them, and it is to 
be done for his and their own Sake, tho' 
the Maſter may ſeem not to deſerve it: 
For they are to do their Service with gaod 


Will, as to the Lord, and not as to Men. 


Whence thoſe Servants have a great Ac- 
count to give, who being put out of Hu- 


mour by the undue or ſevere Reproofs of 


their Maſter, are, upon this, Careleſs in 
his Service, neglect their Duty, and matter 


not how much they miſ-fpend his Money, 


or waſte his Goods. For in this they are 
wanting in that Fidelity, which God de- 
mands of them, and is therefore due, 


not only to the Gentle and Meek, who 


give Encouragement, and ſeem to deſerve 
it, but likewiſe ts thoſe of the moſt 
harſh and froward Temper; 8 | 

Q. Is Relation to what you bave ſaid 


above, pray tell me: May not Servants 


take any Thing, which is uſually given by 


thoſe 


all the Lear? $1 | 
A. If ſuch Shop-keepers rate their 
Goods accordingly, and make the Maſter 


| pay what they are to 2 to their Ser- 


vants, it is not then fair dealing on ei- 
ther ſide. But if Servants are Induſtri- 
ous to examine the Price of Things, and 
do not keep to a Shop, but where things 


j are as good, and at as low a Rate, as 


they can buy any where elſe; then I ſee 
no Reaſon, but they may. take what is 
given them. But this is a Point, in 
which Servants ought to be very Jealous 
of themſelves; becauſe in the Buſineſs 
of Money, every one is apt to judge too 
favourably of what is for his own Inte- 
reſt: And therefore if they do not often 


try the Price of Things at other Places, 


[ fear the hopes of their own Gain will 
leſſen their Induſtry, and make them pay: 


2 


to their Maſter's Prejudice. | 
+ 
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Of Obedience due to Maſters, Aut 

wh: 

Q. HA is the Obedience Servants owe | be 

| their Maſters? 6 8 Go 

A. St. Paul declares this Duty, Coloſſ. for 

3. 22. Servants, obey in all Things your Th. 

Maſters, according to the Fleſh; not with the 
Eye- Service, as pleaſing Men, but in Single- but 
„%% God. | Sud hate | Bu 
you do, do it beartily, as to the Lord, and 47 


not to Men; knowing, that of the Lord 
© e | you. | 


For yon ſerve the Lord Chriſt. But be that Ser 


| _ 2 oo _— the Wrong be bas b 
one; for with God there i obe 
Perſons. _ ; $206 Res 4 are 
Here you ſee the full Duty of Servants, | 
as to this Point: Firſt, That there is an | 2 © 
exact Obedience due from Servants to the! 
Maſters, in all that is not finful. 2dly, | 
That this ought not to- be done, upon wit 
the Motive of humane Reſpect, of Hypo- Wh 
criſy, Flattery or Intereſt, but ſincerely, ler! 
in Submiſſion to the Order of God. 34ly, m 
That they are to conſider the Authority he 
of God in him, whom they ſerve. 4tbly, Sor 
That they are not to regard the Failings, | Pe 


„ 
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| Weaknefles, or Ill Humours of their Ma- 


ſter, but the Authority of Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom they ſerve in him, and by whoſe 
Authority he commands.  5t#bly, That 
whatever they do upon Command, they 


be mindful to do it in Obedience to 


God, and in ſuch a Manner, as to hope 
for a Recompence from him. Laſtly, 
That if the Maſter deals unjuſtly with 
them, they are to deſire no Revenge, 
but remit their Cauſe to God, who will 
puniſh Injuſtice, whether in Maſter. or 
Servant, without Diſtinction of Perſons. 
In this Direction given by St. Paul (who 


 ſhews, what is to be the Obedience of 


Servants} you may obſerve, 55 

Firſt, That Servants offend God by diſ- 
obeying their Maſters, and by ſo doing, 
are guilty of Sin. 2dly, That if they 
grumble, and expreſs an Unwillingneſs 
to comply with their Maſter's Commands, 
they fall ſhort of what St. Paul requires 


of them, which is, To do their Service 


with Good Will. 3adly, . It they do not 


what he commands, heartily, and as 
ſerving God, notwithſtanding all the 
morole and peeviſh Humours, to which 
he may be ſubject, they wrong their own 
Souls, and cannot expect the- Reward 
promis'd to thoſe, who do all their Ser- 
vice heartily, as to the Lord. 
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.. there no Exception in this Obedience 
due to Maſters? hat if they require that of 
Servants, which they never undertook, and 
in Reality belongs not to them to do? | 
A. Where this is evidently the Caſe, 


it is a good Plea for an Exception. But 
there cannot eaſily be Evidence in this, 


becauſe the Work of Servants is ſeldom 
ſo ſtrictly limited; for whatever the 
Buſineſs be, for which they are taken, 
yet tis generally mag end they ſhould 
be ready to ſet their hand to any thing 
elſe, if thro' any Accident, it be requir'd 
of them. 
fear, when Servants make this the Rea- 
ſon, for not doing what they are com- 


manded, it is generally the Effect of 
their own Sloth or Ill Humour, which 


take up this Argument to cover them. 

Q. But will not Servants ſoon be impos'a 
on, who except againſt nothing, that is re- 
quir'd of them? | 

A. Tt is poſſible they may, but this can 
be only from very il|-natur'd People: 
For certainly with all others, there 1s 
nothing can more recommend Servants, 
and make them more valuable, than 
when they are of a free Diſpoſition, 
and ever ready to put their Hand to any 


Thing, as Occaſion may require, tho' it 


be not what properly belongs to their 
Place: 


* P 
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And therefore I cannot but 
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” 


Place: This has ſomething generous in 


it, and cannot fail of gaining the Eſteem 
and Love of thoſe, whom they ſerve. 
And as for thoſe Servants, who are more 


Formal and Ceremonious, ſo as to be of- 


ten making Exceptions, and queſtioning, 
Whether doin fe uch and ſuch things. belongs fo 


| heir Place? Tis certain, tho” they may 
thus endeavour to prevent what they call 


being impos'd on, yet they: are Loſers 
by this exceſſive Nicety, by thus draw- 
ing on themſelves the Diſlike of thoſe 


over them, who can never judge them 
fit for their Service, fince the Buſineſs of 


a Family, in the many Accidents to 


which it is ſubject, can never allow of 
this Confin'd and Formal Temper, and 
there is nothing more diſturbs the Peace 
of a Family, and makes Quarrels amongſt 


Servants, than the Ceremonies of one 


ſuch Nice one, who is ſo fearful of going 
beyond his Bounds. 9 


_ 


Q. Well, but if a Servant be commanded. 


to ds, what in it ſelf is Unlawful and 


Sinful, muſt be obey? to | 
A. No; in this Caſe, God is to be o- 


bey'd, who forbids it, and not Man. 


Hence if a Maſter is ſo ill a Chriſtian, as 
to require what is evidently Sinful; the 
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Servant is not only bound to venture 


his Diſpleaſure, but likewiſe the 1 | 
| 5 hie 
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his Place, rather than comply with ſuch 
Commands; and if the Fear of ſuch a 


Loſs prevails on him to act againſt his 


Conſcience, he may be aflur'd, he in ſo 


doing, forſakes God for Man, and can 


be no Diſciple of Chriſt. Ty 

Q What if the thing requir'd of the Ser- 
want be not in it ſelf evil, and yet ſo, as to 
be concurring and aiding in ſomething that 
is Sinful? There are many ſinful Intrigues, 
which cannot be manag d, without the Know- 
ledge and Aſfiſtance of the Servant. A like 


Concurrence is neceſſary in Frauds, and Op- 


preſſion.” A like 1 Drunkenneſs, &c. C 


a Servant concur in theſe, in Obedience to 
thoſe, whom he ferner; i a i dmc 

A. No, he cannot do it, without be- 
ing guilty of the Sin, in which he con- 
curs, that is, if he does it with the Know- 


ledge of his concurring to what is ſin- 


ful. He that keeps Watch, while the 
Houſe is robb'd, is guilty of the Robbery. 
He thatcarries Meflages, or conveys Let- 
ters, for the accompliſhing a Wickedneſs, 
and. knows what he does, is guilty of 
whatever Crime it be, to which he di- 
rectly concurs; and I cannot but think, 
that he who carries Drink to his Maſter, 
when he knows, tis to make him Drunk, 


might with as much colour of Innocence, 


fetch Poiſon for one, who ſeems reſolv'd 


Q. 


.to drink it. 
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| Q. If the Maſter commands not what is | 


 diretlly Sinful, and yet binders the Servant 


from complying with ſuch Duties, gs he thinks 
himſelf in Conſcience oblig'd to ſatisfy ; 
is this ſufficient Reaſon. for the Servant to 


; diſpenſe with ſuch Duties, or is be oblig'd'to 


it the Service? 


A. Some kinds of Duties, as of Prayer, 
Ec. may be ſometimes diſpens'd with, 
 inComplance with aMaſter, & rather than 


diſturb the Peace of a Family: But if 
the Circumſtances of the Family, or the 


Buſineſs of it, or the Perverſe Humour 
of the Maſter be ſuch as generally not to 


allow the Servant Liberty of performing 
ſuch Duties, which in Conſcience he is 


oblig'd to ſatisfy; then the Servant is 
bound to quit ſuch a Place and ſeek 
another, where he may have Opportunity 


for ſatisfying his Conſcience. 

Q. But iF he has a great Advantage 
a here be is, and cannot change, but "with 
very. conſiderable Loſs? _ = 1 
A. He is ſtill bound to ſeek another 
Place, becauſe the Advantage of this 
World is not lawful, when it is to the 
Loſs of the next. Servants, as well as 


others are bound, in the firſt place, to 
ſeek the Kingdom of God; and, if they 


ay in ſuch a Place, where they cannnot M 
as x 'B : ſeek ® 1 
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World. Upon which Conſi deration, I 
think all Servants, in the Choice of a 
Place, ought not only to have Regard 
to the Wages, but likewiſe (and that more 
principally) to the Convenience of ſeek- 
ing the Kingdom of God, in being free 
from ill Company, in living in Chriſtian 


Diſcipline, and having the Opportunity las 


of ſerving God according to a well-ar 
der'd Conſcience. And, as for thoſe, 
Who take not this into Confideration, 
but for an inconfiderable Intereſt put 


their Salvation to the hazard, tis a Sign, 


their Concern for Eternity is not great; 
and then how little can their hopes be of 
caming to the Promiſes made to thoſe, 
5 o feek firſt the Kingdom of God? 


Q. 1 apprebend now, how far Obedience . 
goes: But pray tell me; may not there be a 


Fault in Servants, in doing more than they 
are Commanded ? | | 
A. There may ſometimes, by out-go- 
ing their Maſter's Orders; but the parti- 
cular Caſe is in thoſe: Servants, who, 
having the Care of Children, quite out-go 


their Commiſſion, in taking upon them to 
| correct 
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ſeek the Kingdom of God, by ſerving 
him, as they know they are oblig d, they 
offend againſt this Command of Chrift, | 
by neglecting the Kingdom of God, for 
the Convenience or Intereſt of this 


o be very careful, 
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orrect them, without Orders for it, and 
ver treating the Children, according as 


y they themſelves are out of humour; fo 


that if they happen to be chid, the Chil- 
uren mult certainly be beaten for it. This 
is not Obedience, but Uſurpation, and 
ſuch as Servants cannot anſwer; I con- 
feſs, untow ard Children may ſeem to 
want ſuch Correction; and ſervants may 
ry all other ways to bring them into bet- 
er Order ; but they muſt not endeavour 
it by beating them, except they have ex- 
preſs Order for it; and even then vught . 
there be nd Paſſion, 


* 


4 


In what they do. i | 
As giving Correction is generally ex- 
eeding Commiſſion; ſo. frighting Chil- 


garen is much more fo; and therefore not 


to be done on any Account. Thoſe, who 
know the Miſchiefscaus'd in Children by 
Frights, muſt be Barbarous, if _ at- 
tempt it; and ſuch as do it, with 
thinking of the Miſchief, betray their In- 


iſcretion, or want of Experience, and 


ew themſelves | unfit for the Ch arge th ey 
have undertaken, = 
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1 Duties to PFillow- Servants, | 


QF ee are the Principal Na, of * 
wants to thoſe ſe, who are over them; 
bot are, there not other Duties or Rules to be 
obſerv'd to Companions or Fellow-Servants? |. 
A. There are; and they are ſuch, that 
77 they are not carefully obſerv'd, tis 
impoſſible they ſhould be good Servants, 
or fatisfy thoſe Duties they owe their 
later. N 7 | 
. Which are theſe 2 
* The firſt is that of being Mila and 
| Moderate both in Words and Actions; this 
is neceſſary for living in Peace with Fel. 
low-Servants; becauſe ſome are ſo ſub- 
ect to Paſſion, that a moroſe or harſh 
Word is enough to raiſe it, and occaſion a 


Quarrel. This Maderatian is with the! 


more Reaſon expected from Servants to 
their Companions, becauſe they know 
how diſagreeable and uneaſy it is to them 
to be treated with harſhneſs by thoſe, 
whom they ſerve ; and having often oc- 
caſion of feeling this in themſelves, one 
would think it ſhould make them very 
careful, not to give a like N to 

: t eir 


therefore ought to be very careful to 
avoid all that, which may Sve any 


With greater Reaſon then they ought to 
SF their Paſſions, and not take the 
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their Companions. And hence their lit- 
tle Reflection is very ſurprizing, who 
knowing, not how to take a baity Word, 
from thoſe, who are over them, withor = 
Reſentments and, Complaints of theip . 
Humour, upon the leaſt occaſion are. ſo 
ſnappiſh and moroſe to their, Fellows, 
Servants, as if none had any Senſe of, ill 
Uſage, beſides themſelves. Je. 


- 


in, He r 
'This is a Point I preſs to the Confide- 
ration of Servants, for their common 
Peace; for living under the ſame Roof, 1 
they are bound to maintain a ſtricter Bond 
of Charity with their Fellow- Members of 
the ſame Body, than with Strangers; and 


diſturbance, or cauſe uneaſineſs in their 
Companions. For this end they ought to 
be ever mindful of doing, as they would 
be done by, and not treat them in ſuch a 
Manner, as they themſelves cannot bear 
with Patience even from their Maſters. 


iberty of abuſing their Fellow-Servants 
with ill Language, or reproachful Names, 
becauſe this is {till more provoking; and 
being the ready way to breed Contention,, - 
is directly contrary to that Charity, which. 
the Goſpel demands of tghem. 


— 
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ence with one another, and mutually 
bearing with one another's Infirmities. 


For tho” there would not be much need 
of this if the former Rule were ſtrictly 


obſerv'd; yet fince it cannot be expect - 


ed but that ſome may be 1 the 


Duty there preſerib'd, and inſtead of do- 


ing all with that Moderation and Meek- 


neſs, as is requir'd, may give provocations 
and great Uneaſi neſs to their Compani- 
ons; hence there is a neceſſity, that all 
Servants ſhould learn to have Patience, 
and bear with one another. The General 
Reaſon for this is, becauſe without obſers 


ving this Rule, there can be no poſſibilitʒ 


of Preſerving that Peace and Charity, 
which are neceſſary in a Chriſtian Fami- 
ly: And this Peace is ſo valuable both as 
to the Publick, and reſpect of every 
Particular Perſon, that it is very well 
worth all that Patience, that can be ne- 
ceſſary for maintaining it; and thoſe, 
who will not be at the trouble of it, fhall 


certainly be at more trouble for want of 


M7 Fo 8 
Such therefore, as will not take any 
Croſs, Peeviſh or Snappiſh Word from 
their Fellow-Servants, without returning 
it again in the ſame Language of Ill Hu- 
mour or Paſſion, have neither the yr 
„ om 


A Second Duty, is that of having Pati- 
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dom of this World, not the next; becauſe _ 


they will be generally engag'd inQuarrels,. 


and ſeldom be ſo peaceable within them- 


ſelves, as to be ina diſpoſition of ſerving. 
God. 1 . , 

Where-ever there is but a moderate 
degree of Prudence, it will teach Ser- 
vants, for their own Quiet, to bear with 
others. It will oblige. them to Reflect, 
that as they 3 are ſometimes 


out of Humour, ſo may others be ſo too: 


That, as they deſire others ſhould bear 
with them, ſo they ought to take their 
turn, and bear with others: That great 
Allowances are to be given to every Body, 
as to their Particular Humour or Way: 


That they are not to expect every one to 


follow the Rule they preſcribe to them- 


ſelves, and Judge belt: That the Peeviſn- 


neſs of others may be the Effect of ſome 
Indiſpoſition of Body or Mind, which 
they would willingly Remedy, but know 


not how: That it may be a greater 


Trouble to themſelves, than to others, 
whom they provoke: That to be 


Angry at ſuch their Weakneſs, is no 


more reaſonable, than to be Angry be- 
cauſe they Stammer or Squint. So far 
Common Prudence will diretthem;andif 
they have any Principles of Charity or the 
Goſpel, it well e Hits not only this 

© B 4. Patience 


nnn, for ' 
Patience, but likewiſe to bear with the 
Provocations of III-will and Malice, to. 
return Good for Evil, to pray for and 
love their Enemies. And therefore it 
muſt be concluded, that thoſe Servants, 
who will not patiently bear with the ill 
Humours or Pro vocations given them by 
their Companions, but make Returns of 
them, and improve every little Occaſion 
into a Contention or Quarrel, have nei- 
ther the Reaſon, which belongs to them, 
as Men, nor the Virtue, which belongs 
to them, as Chriſtians. To give no Provo- 
cations then is one Part of their Duty, and 
to take no Notice of ſuch, as are given, is 
the other: One Part without the other 
makes but a lame Chriſtian : © Peace and 
Charity cannot be preſerv'd without 
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Other Duties to Fellow-Servants. 


Here are {till other Rules of Duties 
for Servants; as never to diſcourage 
or diſſwade any  Fellow-Servant from 
being diligent in his Duty, or from doing 
vo ©. By 
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any Service, which he is willing to per- 
form. This is but too common a Method 
made uſe of by ſome, for covering their 


own | careleſs, ſlothful or exceptious 


Humour. They know, it will reflect up- 


on them, if others appear more punctual 


in their Service, or more ready to com- 
ply with their Maſter's Orders, than they; 
and therefore to cut off all ſuch Argu- 
ments, they endeavour to bring their 


Companons, and eſpecially New-comers, 


to their own pitch of Idleneſs. Now by 
this Means,, tis true, they may be never 
_ reproach\d. with their Companions extra- 
ordinary Care; but they take a moſt un- 
warrantable Way, fince tis by corrupting: 


their Fellow-Servants,and Preparing them. 
to become the Object of their Maſter's diſ- 


Like. If they ſhould purpoſely infe& them 


with a Diſtemper, and by this make them 


unfit for their Place, it would not be 
more prejudicial to them, or more crimi- 
nal in itſelf, than what they do by this 


treacherous Artifice. 


Aga in, Servants are to be careful, not 
to give ill Example to their Companions, 


nor to put them 2 doing any Thing 
that may be prejudicial to thoſe; whom 
they ſerve, or diſpleaſing to Gad. Upon 
this Principle, they are to degline al 


prophane and irreligious Ex preſſions, as of 
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Daths, Curſing, Swearing, Sec. Be- 
cauſe theſe are of III Example, and be- 
ſides the Sin, arè as a Leſſon to others, to 
do the like. They are to avoid all ſorts 
of Immodeſt and Filthy Expreſſions, 
Relations, Diſcourſes or Songs, becauſe 
theſe are directly Sinful, and have a Mark 
ſet upon them by the Apoſtle, as things not 
to be nam'd amongſt Chriſtians. They 
are not purpoſely to uſe any ſuch appel. : 
fions, which, having a Double Meaning, 
may be taken in an ill Senſe ; for tho” 
this may be intended only for Mirth, yet tis - 
Jeden with Poiſon, and may as certain- 
ty bring Death to the Soul, as if it were 
deſign'd to Kill. They are not to uſe 
with their Companions any ſuch Fredom 
of Words or Actions, which are the Effects 
of Lightneſs and Corruption, and carry 
with them the evident danger of Sin: and 
as for all beyond this, *tis ſo netoriouſly 
Criminal, that it needs no Caution here. 
They are not to carry their Companions 
into ill Company, or ſuch Houfes, where 
they are in danger of being drawn into 
Exceſs. They are not to invite or per- 
ſwade their Fellow Servants to ſuch 
Divertiſements, Games or Entertainmens, 
which are forbidden by the Maſter, or may 
be the Occafion of keeping ill Hours. 
They are not to turn Informers againſt 
WES Ce op their 
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their Companions, - (. except, in ſuch 
Caſes, where Juſtice or Charity oblige 
them to it.) And if they carry Stories. 


to their Maſters, puſh'd on by a ſecret. 


Malice or III-will againft any, they. in. 
this offend againſt Charity, and not only 
injure their Neighbour, but do a. much. 


greater Injury to- their own Souls, bj 
making God their Enemy, and incurring. 


the Guilt of ſuch a Sin, which cannot 
be forgiven, but by making Reſtitution; 
for whatever wrong they have done. This 
is a Point, in which thoſe Servants. are 
very much concern'd, who having the 
Ear of their Maſter. or Miſtreſs, are in 


the daily Occaſion of falling into this 


Sin. And the Temptation 1s. ſo. great, 
whether by their own Itch of Talking, 
or by the Hopes of recommending them- 


ſelves; or by flattering their indiſereet 
Cur joſity, who ſeem deſirous of heari ng 


all that paſſes in their Family, that 1 

they have not a great Commandof them- 
ſelves, and as great Diſcretion in diſtin- 
guiſhing what is fit to be told, and: what 


not, they will every Day offend againſt 


Charity and Juſtice, and by. theſe Sins. 
make void: whatever Good they other- 

wile do in Order to Salvation. _ 
Theſe Rules ought- to, be-obſerv'd; 
with Care by all ſuch Servants,. as deſire. 
: iQ; 
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to ſatisfy their Duty to God and Man- 
And where there is not this Care, it can 
be no Wonder, if ſuch Servants fall in- 


to remarkable Diforders, and are judg'd 


by all that know them, unfit for a Well- 


diſciplin'd Family. 
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. ſelves. 


Q. J Here is one Principal Queſtion. yet 10 


come; and that is; W hat are the Du- 


ties of Servants in Regard of themſelves? _ 
A. One Duty is that of Prayer: For 
this being a Means appointed by God, by 
which Chriſtians are to obtain ſuch 
Graces and Bleſſings, as they daily want, 
it muſt be as neceſſary for Servants, as 
for any other Rank; and the Neglect of 
it can be eſteem'd no leſs, than withdraw- 


ing themſelves from the Protection of 


Heaven, and robbing their own Souls of 


thoſe Helps, which are neceſſary for ma- 
king them. faithful Servants, and good 


© Chriſtians. | „ 
Q. How can they perform this Duty, who. 
have ſo little Time to themſelves, and being 


gene 
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A. Let them but make the beſt uſe.of 


what Time they have, and God will cer- _ 
tainly accept it, as he did the Widow's. 


Mite, when ſhe had no more to give. 
It cannot be expected they ſhould em- 

loy as much Time in Prayer, as thoſe, 
who have their Hours at Command: 
But if they make their Buſineſs the Ex- 
cuſe of their Sloth, and upon this pre- 
text, Neglect their Duty 0 God, when 


if they were more Careful and Induſtri- 


ous, they might find Time for perfor- 
ming it ; they will have God the Judge 
of their Inſincerity and Sloth in his Ser- 


vice, to whom it is known, however they 
may hide it from all others. 


All Services are not ſo hard as to allow 
no Time for Prayer: And if all thoſe Ser- 
vants, who make this their Excuſe, would 
Examine themſelves, and ſee how much 
Time they find every Pay for Unneceſſary 
Sleeping, Curious Gazing, Idle Talking 
Ec. they might ſoon diſcover, that tis not 
Exceſs of Buſineſs, but want of: Good 
Will, is the general Occafion of their 
not finding Time to Pray: And that a little 
more reſolution, with better management, 
would help them to all the Time, that 
could be neteflary for this Duty. Leav- 
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generally tir'd, are fitter for Sleep than Pray- . 


38 Inſtructions for 


ing therefore theſe with the Advice of 


being more Induſtrious; I turn to ſuch, 
who are really ſo ſtraightn'd in Time, 


that they cannot find Opportunity to Pray. 
And to theſe I give the following Inſtru- 


ctions. 

Firſt, That they endeavour to be Con- 
ſtant in ſaying ſome ſhort Prayer in the 
Morning, offering themſelves to the Pro- 


tection of God for the following Day,, 


and to be preſerv'd from all Sin. 


Secondiy. That, if by any Accident, 


| they are hinder' in this, they be careful 
to ſupplyit, by raiſing up their Hearts to 
God, even when they are at Work, and 


earneſtly begging the ſame Protection of 


Ipbiraſy, That often in the Day they 
would turn their Thoughts towards God, 
and Speak to him from their Hearts; with 
this Aſſurance, that if they could ſay no 


more than ſuch ſhort Sentences as theſe; 


Lord bave Mercy on me: O God be Merci ful | 


to me a Sinner: Jeſus,. forgive me my Sins- 


God, thy will be done in me: O God, de- 
fend me from all Evil -- O God; be thou my 
Comfort and my Strength: O God, - Save my 
Soul, &c. ſuch. ſhort Prayers {aid from 
the Heart might find as good acceptance 
with God, as the longer Devotions of 
taoſe, who have more Time. 


* 


Fourthly,, 
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Fourthly, That they would Offer up all 5 


the Work they do, to God, Beginning 


it in his Name, and Ending it to his Glo- 
ry: For ſince all their Labours are to ſatiſ- 

the Duties of their State, and this is 
what God requires of them, they may 


offer up to him every Work as done in 


Compliance with his Will, and thus ob- 


ferve St. Paul's Advice, in Doing their Ser- 
vice with Good-Will as to the Lord. | 


Fifrbly, That ſince God en gen | 


Labour on Adam and his Poſterity for the 


Puniſhment ef Sin, Gen. 3. 19. they 


would ſubmit to all their Labours, as to 


the Execution of this Sentence pronounc d 


by God againſt Sin. . 
Sixtbly, That as often as they find diffi- 
culty in any part of their Duty, as in 


riſing in the Morning, or in hard Work, 


or in doing ſuch Things, to which they 
bave a diſſike, or in complying with 
Humours or ſubmitting to Paſhons, &c. 
they would conſider, it is God's Will it 
fhould be fo ; that it is the Puniſhment 


God has ſet upon Sin, and upon theſe | 
Motives of ſatisfying the Will and Juſtice } 
of God, perſwade themſelves to a ready | 
Compliance, and make Nature bend to. 


that, to which it is moſt averſe: 


If theſe Rules be obſerv'd, no Servant 
need complain for want of Time to pay 
| | for 


* 1 * 
4 
? 


a 40 * Taſtruftions for 


for by this way, all they do will be 
Prayer, and become a proper Means for 
obtaining the Divine Grace, and whatever 
other H elps they want of God. 


Only let them remember to add this In- 


ſtruction to the former; Of daily endea- 


vouring to Practiſe Patience, Humility and 


Meekneſs, amidſt the many Trials and 
Provocations, they meet with in their 


State. They cannot fail of meeting ſome 


every Day, either from thoſe, whom they 
ſerve, or from their Companions; and if 


under theſe Trials, they would be mind- 
ful to Humble themſelves, to ſuppreſs all 
Impatience, to avoid Contentions, and 
receive both the Troubles and Difficulties 
of their Place, as from the Hand of God, 
this Practice of Humility, Patience and 
Self-denial, would ſupply all the want of, 
Prayer, and ſet them on forward in their. 
Way to Heaven above any thing elſe: 
mer can. poltbly ,,,, 

This I moſt earneſtly recommend to. 
Servants, becauſe the great Art of Salvati- 
on, is for all Chriſtians. to practiſe thoſe 
Virtues which particularly ſeem to be- 
long to their State, and to Ad vance to- 
wards Heaven in that way, in which 
God ſeems to call them. Now Jas the 
Rich are to do this by Hoſpitality and 
Alms-giving; Church- men by being true 
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by the Care of their Eſtate, Children and 
Family; the Afflicted and Sick by ſub- 
mitting to their Trouble and Pain; ſo 
Servants are to do this by bearing the 
Burthen of their State, by patiently, 
humbly and meekly accepting all the 
Uneaſineſs of it; ſo that, if they cannot 
pray, give Alms &c, like others, they 
have ſtill a Way to Heaven, as direct as 


any others; and there can be no Miſcar- 


riage, but becauſe they will not walk in 


the Way belonging to their State, and 


in which God calls them to him. 


| 
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Other Duties of Servants in Regard of 
1.4 ibemſelvbt. 
17 Hen Servants have learnt the Pra- 


ctice of theſe Rules, their Im- 
provement in the Knowledge of God, and 


in the Senſe of Eternity, will find them 


daily more Time for Prayer: But eſpeci- 


allyon Sundays and Holy-days, when having 
ſome Reſt from their uſual Labours, they 


will be careful to take the Advantage of 
ſuch leaſure, by turning their Thoughts to 


od, 
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to the Duties of their Function; Parents 
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God, and employing ſome Time in Pray. 
er, and the Buſineſs of Eternity. 
This is certainly one Duty of Servants, 
as well as of others, to ſanctifythe Lord's 
Day as far as their Circumſtances will per- 
mit, by the Worſhip of God, by Prayer, 
and by carrying on the work of their 
Salvation. And becauſe neither Prayer, 
nor any wr the great Affair of the 
Soul can be well perform'd, without due 
Inſtruction in the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
therefore all thoſe Servants, who think 
in earneſt of providing for Eternity, 
make this one Buſineſs of Sundays and 
Holy-days, to be well inſtructed in the 
Principles of Chriſtian Doctrine. This 
they do, by conſtantly read ing ſuch Books, 
as are proper for this End, and by hear- 
ing thoſe, who are willing to teach them. 
And if they cannot read themſel ves, they 
deſire this Charity of others to read to 
them, take all Opportunities of hearin 
Inſtructions, and follow ſuch as are i. 
ling to give the. 
The Inſtruction, I here ſpeak. of, 
is not to be confin'd to Catechiſms, but 
extends to all thoſe Books, which teach W 
the Practice of a Chriſtian Life. The | 
Difficulties, and Temptations, and Diſtra- 
Ctions, which Servants, as well as others, | 
muſt meet with, oblige them to read ö 


and 
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and hear ſuch Books or Inſtructions, that 


by them their Hearts may be rais'd to- 


wards God, be quicken'd in his Service, 
and be inſpir'd with new Reſolutions of 
fighting againſt their own Paſſions and 
Sin, and carefully avoiding all the Oeca- 


ſions of it. 


Thoſe, who are not conſtant in thus 
converſing with good Books, negle& 
their own Souls; and tho? they are never 


ſo well inſtructed, yet if by reading, 
they do not revive what they know, their 


Knowledge is not likely to bring fortn 


much Fruit, but will be ſmother'd by the 
continual Buſineſs, Snares and Diſſipations 


Of Life, ſo as to be in danger of becoming 


wholly uſeleſs in them. 


Hence it muſt be reckon'd a Fault in 
Servants on Sundays and Holy-days, to 


negle& reading, or hearing others read, 
what may be for their Inſtruction; and 
as for fuch, who, at that Time; contrive 


purpoſely to be out of the Way, to be 
ſleeping, converſing, or running abroad, 


rather than be employ'd in the Manner, 
as the Day requires, and is for their ſpi- 


ritual Good, there needs no other Mark 


to fear the worſt of them; for as thoſe 
Branches, which receive no Nouriſhment 


from the Root, muſt certainly wither and 


die; ſo thale Chriſtians muſt be in the 


way | 


— 
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way of a ſpiritual Death, who make it a 
Cuſtom to deny themſelves that Nouriſh- 
ment which is neceſſary for the Life of 
the Soul. Thoſe, then, who are ſubject 
to this ill Cuſtom, thro' Sloth or Neglect, 
muſt not wonder, if their Ignorance be 
great, if their Paſſions be violent, if they 
are Strangers to Virtue, if they are fond 
of what is idle and vicious ; for how can 
it poſſibly be otherwiſe, ſince they are 
careleſs in mak ing uſe of thoſe Means, by 
which Knowledge, Strength and Grace, 
is to be communicated to them ' 
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More Duties of Servants in Regard of 
1 is ſtill another general Duty they 
1 owe themſelves, and that is, to 
be watchful againſt all Corruption and 
Sin, and more eſpecially againſt that, to 
which they find their Nature moſt in- 
clind; whether it be Swearing, Lying, 
Back- biting, Quarrelling, filthy Speak- 
ing, unbecoming Familiarities, or what- 
ever elſe it be, by which God is offended : 
For ſince they know, there is no *. in 
3 N ea- 
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Heaven for ſuch Sins, theſe muſt either ³⁵ 
be Amended or elſe they muſt conclude 


themſelves to live in the Diſpleaſure f 


God; and then how vain is the Hope of 
coming to the Poſſeſſion of him? This 
Work is not to be effected, but by La- 
bour in which they are never to be tir d; 
and they who Work ſo hard for Bread, 
and a Poor Salary, are not to wonder, if 
Heaven is to Coſt them ſome Pains. 
But one Principal part in this Work 
conſiſts in avoiding the Occaſions of Evil, 
by declinifis their Converſation,” who 
are the Encouragers or Promoters of what 
is Sinful in them; and if it cannot be 
wholly dechn'd in a Family, they are at 
leaſt fo to manage their part, as neither 
to Conſent to, nor Concur in any thing, 
that is Offenſive to Gd. 
If any Fellow-Servants are Subſect to 
Murmur againſt thoſe, who are over them, 
or againſt the Abſent: If any are ac- 
cuſtom'd to Contentions ; If any to Spite- 
ful Whiſperings, orMaliciousSuggeſtions;z 
if any to Immodeſt Songs or Diſcourſes 3 
the others, who are preſent, are not, an 
Ways, to encourage or ap prove ſuch ſinful 7 


Converſation; they are not to ſiewẽ them- il 


ſelves pleas'd with it; but arẽ bound to ex- 
preſs their diſlike of it, either by Nr, | 
the Company, or condemning their Dif- 
courle upon the Spot. There 
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There can be nothing more neceſſary 


: 


for ſodoing, than a good. Will, and a good 


+ Reſolution ; for tho there may be greater 


difficulty in regard of their Betters; yet 
when all are Equals, any one may take 
that Liberty, as to reprove whatever is 
publickly ſinful in the reſt; nay, this is 
| 3 much the Duty of every ,one preſent, 
that to fit ſtill in Silence, while God is 
ublickly offended, and our Neighbour 
juſtly ſcandalized, is no leſs than concur- 
ring in the Sin, and the ſilent Hearers are 
as guilty as the Speakers. I cannot tell, 


how Chriſtians can do otherwiſe, than 


is here preſcrib d, and yet excuſe them- 


ſelves, as innocent; for, I believe, God 
Will admit of noExcuſe; it being impoſ 


4 fible for one, who has a Zeal for God's 


\ 3 Honour, or his Law, to fit {till a ſilent 


Witneſs of Companions ſcandaloufly of- 


fending him, and let them go on with- 


out Reproot; for ſuch are certainly Trai- 
tors, and not the Servants of God, who 
can ſtand thus and ſee his Cauſe betray'd. 
Q. Reproof will be an Encouragement, and 
no Check, to ſome, who deſire nothing more, 
than to vex their Companious. | 
and Threats added, if neceſſary, of publiſh- 
ing their Scandals, by informing, thoſe, 
to whom it belongs, a better effect mi gat 
| bg | © 
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A. If a Reproof be given in earneſt, 
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be expetted. But if upon ſufficient Trial; | 
_ there be no Amendment; the Cafe may 
be ſuch, as to oblige a Servant, to ſeek g 
* bY F F 
Q. When? . 


2 ** When it carries with it the 268. 
Sin z as in a, Cuſtom of immodeſt 


Jeſting, filthy Diſcourſe, or too much 


Freedom in Action: For the danger of 


Sin is ſo great here, that if expreſſi vpn = 
er, 


good earneſt a diſlike, of it has no E 


there is a Neceſſity of informing thoſe, 


who have more Authority z and if there 


be no Care taken to reform it, by re- 


moving thoſe, who give the Scandal, I 


know of no other Expedient, but quit- 


ting the Place; ſince no Servants can ſa- 
Ugg a good. Conſcience. i if they abide in 
Place, where they are daily in danger 


= being.drawn into Sin. 


Q. bat think, you then of thoſe Servants, 
who being in Public Houſes, muſt hear all man- 


ner of Lewdneſs, and are daily expos'd to the 


Abuſes of every Wicked and Drunken Gueſt ? 


A. I think they take no great Care of 


3 Souls, and by loving danger, are 


Aikely to periſn in it. 


Q. Are there ſtill any far ther Duties un 7— 


a der this Head? 


A. There is one more, BY 4. is that 


of making a good Ule of leiſure N = 


+ 
Y ; 
. + # 
„ 
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eee fore 
by avoiding all that, which is ſinful or dan- ne 
gerous. except not againſt innocent Mirth ly 
at any Time, when it is no hindrance to di 
their Duty, nor againſt innocent Recrea- | M 
tion at Times allow d them: But Corrup- im 
tion is ſo general, and the Temptation of | 
-3dle hours ſo great, that if Servants are ge 
not very cautious, they may be eafily ea 
drawn into Variety of Snares. as 
The firſt Snare is in Converſation, . Bi 
which is ſubject to wany Evils already | wl 
mention' d: as to backbiting the abſent, be 
murmuring againſt Superiours, immodeſt an 
Songs, immodeſt Stories or Diſcourſe, and ke 
to Freedoms, which are of the worſt Con- tui 
ſequence. Thoſe, who are not reſolute ch: 
in avoiding the Evils of this Snare, whe- lau 


ther at home or abroad, but give Encou- am 
'ragement to them, either directly, or by Ba 

too much Eaſineſs in complying, cannot Bu 

be good Chriſtians, and are in the Way £0 

to Ruin; and this much more, if they wh 

are for fingling out thoſe, whoſe Princi- pre 
ples are not good, and ſeem fond of Cor- the 
her ⸗converſation. 1 
| Another Snare is in Divertiſements or pe: 
Entertainments; and under this Head I tha 
bring all thoſe Inconveniences, to which 3 


3 great Numbers are expos'd, eſpecially finc 
Dlerks ofthe Law, andApprentices; thoſe, off 
= who ſhutting up Shop early, and being Ib 


not 


o i. 
ys . 3 
* 
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Apprentices and Servants, 49 
not tied to the ſtrict Diſcipline of a Fami- 
ly, have ſome Hours, every Night, co 
diſpoſe of. And here how many the 
Miſchiefs are, let it be-reckon'd, not by 
imaginary Fears, but by Example: By 
the Example of thoſe, who ab echng a 
genteel Air, have found Company to be 
early Fops, and have been made ſo airy, 
as never more to be ſerious enough' for 
* Buſineſs: By the Example of thoſe, 
who being drawn into Garaing, have 
been ſoon bubbled out of all their Stock, 
and by defrauding their Maſter, have 
kept up the Credit of their broken For- 
tune: By theExample of thoſe, who being 
charm'd with Wit, have been taught to 
laugh at all that is ſacred : By.the Ex- 
ample of thoſe, who fond of Muſick, and. 
Balls, could never more reliſh the dull. 
Buſi neſs of the Desk or the Shop. 
Let the Number be taken of thoſe, 
who being furpriz'd: in»this Snare, have 


prov'd the Affliction of their Parents, : | 4 
| the Scandal of their Church, the Cor- 


rupters of Youth ; and then it will ap- 
Pear, of how great Conſequence it is, 


that all of this Rank ſhould be careful: i 
in the better uſe of their leaſure Hours 3. 


ſince of the vaſt Number, that become 
1 Toft to all that is honourable and good, 
Lbelieve there is ſcarce one in ten, but: 


what muſt derive his Ruin from the 
want of this Care. And while the Proof 
of this Miſchief is ſo great, it can be 
no leſs than the Preſumption of Madneſs 
for Apprentices, &c. to put themſelves inn 
the way of this General Ruin, by abu- 
ing their leaſure Time, and to pretend 
there is no danger in it. 
I think I need add no more on this 
or any other Head, but having given 
theſe hints to Servants, of the Duties 
of their State, and of the Difficulties be- 
longing to it, I leave them with this 
Encouragement; That tho' their Con- 
dition be but Mean, and their Life 
Difficult, yet they are as capable off 8 
Sal vation, as any other State of Chri- 
ſtians: Let them but be Faithful in 
their Duties to God, and to thoſe 
whom they ſerve, and be watchful a- 
gainft the Corruption of Sin, and they | 
Will find: God: their Eternal Recom- |- 
Pence, who without reſpect of Perſons |- 
is the Reward of all that are Good, 
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